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Announcements

Saturday, March 16 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Visit the 2013 Home Expo and Chocolate Extravaganza at Burlington High School, 400 McCanna Pkwy. Contact the Chamber of Commerce
at 763-6044 with questions.

Inside Burlington

March 29 - City offices closed for Easter.
April 2 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. - Spring Election. Contact the City Clerk with questions at 3421161.
May through October - Vist the Farmers’ Market every Thursday from 3-7 p.m. in Wehmhoff
Square, downtown Burlington. Visit burlingtonwifarmersmarket.com for more information.
May 24-27 - ChocolateFest 2013! Chocolate, food, music, games, events and a carnival. Visit
chocolatefest.com for more information.
May 27 at 9 a.m. - Veteran’s Memorial Day Parade starts at Kane Street at Edward Street.
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Staying Informed
Property Assessment Revaluation is Scheduled for 2013

In return, the City of Burlington and the entire local community have strongly supported the hospital and its health
care mission. The existence of a full-service hospital in Burlington has always been a matter of pride and great
comfort, giving confidence to everyone living in Burlington and the surrounding areas that good health care is accessible when needed.

The Common Council recently approved
a contract with Accurate Appraisal to conduct a full market revaluation of all city
properties in 2013 to bring the equalization factor back into alignment at 100%.
According to the rates and figures used
to generate the 2012 tax bills, the City’s
equalization factor is at 107%. For example, an average home value assessed
at $195,000 shows an equalized value
of $182,243. The equalized value is the
average Market Value for the City. State
Statutes require revaluations when the
equalization factor approaches 10% plus
or minus the assessed value. Typical revaluations occur in the State of Wisconsin
every five years. The last revaluation in

As you have recently been reading in the news media, however, the full-service nature of the Burlington Hospital
is about to change and unfortunately not for the better. It has been announced by the Aurora Health Care system
that this coming summer the Burlington Hospital will no longer be providing a birthing center for the delivery of
babies in our community.

2013 Spring Election

The City of Burlington has had a hospital in our community for over ninety years. During those decades, the hospital has increased its services and medical care such that it can take care of any and all of the health care needs
of our citizens and the citizens in the surrounding areas.

Aurora has stated that the reasons for the changes are based on lower numbers of births occurring here in Burlington, and that it does not make fiscal sense to keep the unit open. Aurora will be sending the delivery cases to
Aurora Lakeland Hospital in Elkhorn.
Aurora has also advised us that this is the same type of model that they employed for St. Luke’s hospital in Milwaukee. St. Luke’s no longer has a birthing center and now sends OB patients to the Women’s Resource center
in West Allis or to St. Jude’s Hospital in Milwaukee. This model works for Milwaukee where both the Women’s Resource Center and St. Jude’s are each under 15 minutes driving time on well lit city streets. To expect a pregnant
woman to travel an additional 25 to 30 minutes on snow covered back roads to get to Aurora Lakeland Medical
Center is not the same as traveling on well lit City streets.
When young couples are looking for a City to move to they look at several different things. Is there a good paying
job there, what are the schools like, what is the City like and is there good Health care available? By closing the
OB department in Burlington, Aurora is removing one of the needed criteria young people are looking for. This will
cause young couples to decide to locate somewhere other than Burlington.
The continued existence of a birthing center in Burlington is critical to continued good health care in our community. Aurora has been publicly asked to reconsider its stated decision to close its birthing center at the hospital, and,
as the Mayor of the City of Burlington, I again ask Aurora, to keep the hospitals birthing
center open. Aurora has in the past demonstrated, through its actions, its commitment
to provide good health care to the community, and I urge Aurora to again confirm that
commitment by continuing its birthing center at the hospital.
I am willing to work with Aurora to make this happen. If Aurora, however, ultimately does
close the birthing center at the hospital, I will work, in good faith with them in the future,
in all health care matters. At the same time, however, it will then be important for the
City of Burlington to work with other health care organizations to continue to provide, at
the very least, a birthing service in Burlington. This component of our community health
care needs is just too important to do otherwise.
Bob Miller
Mayor
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The Spring Election, scheduled for
Tuesday, April 2, 2013 include aldermanic positions from each of the
four districts in the City of Burlington.
Terms for these positions will begin
April 16, 2013.
Absentee Ballots
Absentee ballots are always available
at City Hall beginning March 18. If you
are someone that due to age or illness
has difficulty getting to the polls, there
is the option of being placed on a permanent list in which a ballot will be
sent to you for every election. Please
call the City Clerk at (262) 342-1161
to request to be placed on this list.
Help Wanted - Election Inspectors
If you have an interest in being appointed as an election inspector at the
polls, please contact city hall and we
will add your name to the list. Election
inspectors are paid an hourly wage
and may choose to work the whole
day or work a shift.

the City was in 2006. An in-home inspection is not required for the full market revaluation.
In addition, Accurate Appraisal will be conducting a full-value maintenance program
from 2014–2018. A full value assessment
keeps all property values at 100% of
market value every year, by physically inspecting a quarter of the properties in the
city per year. This program will include
an in-home inspection of all properties, an
analysis of sale properties, an inspection
of new construction, and a check on all
properties that took out a building permit
throughout the municipality. After a thorough analysis of all sale properties we

will adjust values according to style and
neighborhood
of the property
based on 100%
full market
value.

You can look up your assessment at accurateassessor.com and select
“City of Burlington” or by
calling Accurate Appraisal at 800-770-3927.

Performance Dashboard Available!
The City of Burlington
launched one of the most
comprehensive
government transparency tools today – The City of Burlington
Performance Dashboard.
Located at the city’s main
webpage, www.burlingtonwi.gov, the performance
dashboard provides our citizens with real-time information about all of the City’s
primary functions. It includes a monthly accounting of all the City’s General
Fund revenue and expenditures, by department and
several other transparency tools.
Most importantly it provides data on most
of the city’s activities. The public can see
how many hours are spent on items such
as leaf pick-up, the number of traffic violations issued, and even drill down to see
the average cost per mile of running the
city’s fleet. The program also provides
a comparison of the City of Burlington’s
operation to 10 other cities of similar size
and demographics. The Common Council and the city staff are currently using
the information to inform citizens of policy
choices, develop budgets and monitor
employee performance.

previous year, and can be compared to
the city’s adopted budget. The Performance Dashboard is another step the
City of Burlington is taking to make their
operations more transparent and accessible to the general public. Other recent
items have included the City’s new website, mailed newsletter, Facebook Page
and Twitter account. The City has also
recently completed the second year of its
Citizen Budget Partners program, which
provides citizens the ability to provide direct input on the City’s budget.
Visit the City’s website at www.burilngtonwi.gov under the Finance page to view
the dashboard that is updated monthly!

Information can be compared over the

visit us at www.burlington-wi.gov
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Around the Home
Electronic Recycling at
DPW Year Round!
The City of Burlington is pleased to announce a new service that will be available to our citizens beginning March 4,
2013. Residents can utilitize free electronic recycling at the Department of
Public Works facility at 2200 S. Pine
Street between the hours of 7 a.m and
2 p.m., Monday through Friday.
The City has arranged through DP
Electronic Recycling of Elkhorn, to
have aluminum bins placed at our facility. These bins will be located just
inside our north gate as you exit off of
South Pine Street / Hwy 83.
DP Electronic Recycling will accept virtually anything that can be plugged into
a wall
and/or runs on batteries.
Please do not drop
off
appliances
such as washers,
dryers, stoves,
refrigerators, water heaters, or boilers. If you have any
questions about what
else might be acceptable or where
to take you appliances please
contact DP Electronic Recycling at
262-723-2550.

Staying Informed

Clean Sweep to be Held April 27!
Join us for the 2013 Clean Sweep Program
where you can dispose of household
hazardous
waste,
electronics
and
prescription medicine on Saturday, April
27 from 8 a.m. to noon. With the help of
Wisconsin Clean Sweep Grants, the City
of Burlington, Town of Burlington, Town of
Dover, Village of Rochester, Village of
Union Grove and Village of Waterford have
collaborated to hold this event at the City
of Burlington Public Works Facility, 2200 S.
Pine Street, Burlington.

candidate
for
disposal. Latex
paint will not
be accepted.

You must be a resident of one of the
listed communities and show current
identification to participate in the program.
Please separate chemicals, electronics,
prescriptions, food, clothing and household
items before drop off.

For a complete list of acceptible items
please visit the City’s website at www.
burlington-wi.gov or pick up a brochure at
City Hall, 300 N. Pine Street. Ammunition,
explosives, medical waste, radioactive
materials or syringes will not be accepted.

Hazardous waste materials are often
labeled with indicator words such as
“caution”, “warning” or “danger”. Material
that may be toxic, ignitable, corrosive
or
reactive
is
also a likely

If you have any questions, please contact
the Department of Public
Works at
539-3770.

Local charities will
also be on site to
collect food, clothing and household
item donations.

Electronic items
include, but are
not limited to,
appliances, televisions, computers and
related equipment, DVD players, personal
electronics, phones and video game
machines.

Oil and Antifreeze Disposal
City of Burlington residents who change
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The City of Burlington is pleased to
announce a new online utility bill and
payment service. Utility customers
are able to view their bills online, saving Burlington the cost of printing and
mailing bills. Customers participating
in online billing receive emails when
their bills are ready for viewing. They
simply click through and the bill appears with all the information they
would have received on a paper bill.
Customers can pay from the comfort
of their homes, seven days a week,
24 hours a day. They can log onto
our website, www.burlington-wi.gov,
and pay by checking or savings or
call 877-885-7968 to pay by check or
credit card. Paying online by check is
a FREE service to our residents; however, our payment processor adds a
fee of $2.99 for credit card payments
made by phone.
Residents can also set up Auto-Pay
and not have to worry about making
payments each quarter. Auto-payments can be for the amount of the bill
or a set budgeted amount. Additionally, the information is updated daily
so you can see your account history
and be notified by email when a new
Utility bill arrives. You can also opt out
of receiving paper bills, or continue to
receive them at your choice.

Disposal & Recycling of Other Household Materials
Brush Pick-Up Service
Brush Pick-Up continues on the second
and fourth Wednesday of each month.
Please call in your address to the Department of Public Works at 539-3770 to be
placed on the Brush Pick Up List. You
must call no later than the Tuesday before
the second or fourth Wednesday. The
DPW Crew only picks up brush from addresses that have been called in. You may
also bring your brush to the Compost Site
during operational hours.

Online Utility Bills
Now Available

their oil and antifreeze and need a proper
place to dispose of these items, may do so
at the Department of Public Works building located at 2200 S. Pine Street. Please
bring proof of City residency with you.
Light Bulb & Mercury Collection
Mercury thermometers and flourescent
lightbulbs can be taken to the Wastewater
Treatment Plant, 2100 S. Pine Street, for
free disposal.
Latex Paint
To dispose of latex paint either remove the
lid and let the paint dry or fill the can with

kitty litter and replace the lid. Paint cans
can be put out with your regular trash.
Recycling
Recycling is collected every other week
for single and two-family residences.
Items allowed with recycling pick up include: aluminum cans, steel or bi-metal
cans, glass (clear, brown and green),
plastic bottles coded 1 or 2 on bottom (i.e.
plastic milk and soda bottles, etc.), cardboard, office paper, magazines, newspaper, catalogs, phone books and mail.

The City is also achieving top-notch security
by choosing Payment
Service Network (PSN)
which has attained the
highest degree of security awarded by the
industry. PSN specializes in providing billing,
payment and communication services to utility
companies and municipalities.

Meet Craig Workman!
Please welcome the City’s new Public
Works Director, Craig Workman!
Craig lives with his wife and 5 children
(2 sons, 3 daughters) in Fontana, WI
(about 15 miles southwest of Burlington) where he was the Public Works
Director for the past 10 years. Prior
to that he worked in the environmental consulting field managing a variety
of different industrial and commercial
sites, primarily in Southeastern Wisconsin. Craig has a degree in Civil
Engineering from the University of
Colorado and is a registered Professional Engineer in Wisconsin and Illinois. He enjoys spending time outside of work with his family skiing,
traveling, boating, camping, or doing
“pretty much whatever the kids want
to do.” When asked why he was interested in the opportunity to work for the
City of Burlington, he stated, “Since I
moved to Wisconsin 15 years ago I
have loved Burlington’s small town charm and vibrant downtown. I am humbled by the
opportunity to continue to make it a great place for residents and visitors alike to live,
work, and play.“

Compost Site Opens
April 2
The Compost Site located off of Maryland
Avenue will be opening Tuesday, April 2,
2013. The site will remain free of charge to
City residents. However, you will be asked
to show identification that shows you are a
City of Burlington resident. There will be an
attendant on site at all times.
Hours of operation
Sunday - 12 to 6 PM
Tuesday - 3 to 8 PM
Thursday - 12 to 8 PM
Saturday - 10 AM to 6 PM
Closed Monday, Wednesday and Friday
Materials accepted include grass, leaves,
garden waste, wood chips and brush. The
City will not accept brush or logs greater
than 5” in diameter. No plastic bags, plastic
containers, or foreign debris of any kind. No
stumps or root balls will be allowed.
Need wood chips or compost?
Residents are able to take wood chips and
compost from the compost site for free. You
must load and haul the materials yourself.

RV & Travel Trailer Gray
Water Disposal
The City of Burlington Wastewater Treatment Facility allows, and encourages, the
users of Recreational Vehicles and Travel
Trailers to dispose of your “gray” water at
our facility. It has come to our attention
that many rest areas along our state highways are no longer allowing the dumping
of waste from RV’s and travel trailers at
their dumpsites.
Our facility is located at 2100 S. Pine
Street (Highway 83), approximately 1 mile
south of the Nestle Chocolate Plant. Plant
hours are 6:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Monday thru Friday. And the best news – it’s
FREE!
Please feel free to contact our office at
262-539-3646 with any questions you
may have.

Please contact the Department of Public
Works at 539-3770 with questions.

visit us at www.burlington-wi.gov
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Out and About

Spring Fun at the L ibrary!
Programs For Children
Wii Gaming
Tweens, come game on Thursdays at the
library from 3:30-4:30 p.m. No registration necessary.
Story Time with Ms. Joy
Come listen to books, learn
fingerplays and rhymes,
and sing and dance! All preschoolers and their parents
are welcome.
Tuesdays,
April 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30
from 10:30 to 11 a.m. No
registration necessary.
Lap-Sit Story Time with
Miss Jane
Designed to run concurrently with Ms. Joy’s Story
Times, this program is for
babies and toddlers and
their caretakers. Join Miss Jane to learn
finger plays, bouncing movements, rhythmic play and stories on Tuesdays, April 2,
9, 16, 23, and 30 from 10:30-10:50 a.m.
No registration necessary.
ABC, Music and Me
This program for two to four year olds, offered by Family Smart/Kid Friendly Partnership, is a fun way to sing, listen, move,
play, learn and build early literacy skills
through the music of Kindermusik International. For more information, contact Linda Breuer, Children’s Resources at Love,
Inc., 763-6226.
Building Blocks
This program for children one month to
four years olds, offered by Family Smart/
Kid Friendly Partnership. Musical activi-

ties, books and social play will engage Monday, March 25 at 7 pm
both children and their caretakers. This The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry
session is held Wednesdays, March 6, by Rachel Joyce
13, 20, 27; April 3 and 10. For more inMeet Harold Fry, recently reformation, contact Joy Schntired. He lives in a small Engupp, Youth Services Director
lish village with his wife, Mauat the library, 342-1140, or
reen, who seems irritated by
Linda Breuer, Children’s Realmost everything he does,
sources at Love, Inc., 763even down to how he butters
6226.
his toast. Little differentiates
one
day
from
the next. Then one mornWannaWatchaMovie?
ing
the
mail
arrives,
and within the stack
Come watch a recently reis
a
letter
addressed
to Harold in a shaky
leased movie at the library!
scrawl
from
a
woman
he hasn’t seen or
Register at the Circulation
heard
from
in
twenty
years.
Queenie HenDesk or call 342-1130. Evenessy
is
in
hospice
and
is
writing to say
ryone who signs up gets free
goodbye.
Harold
Fry
is
determined
to walk
popcorn!
six hundred miles from Kingsbridge to the
Check the library web site hospice in Berwick-upon-Tweed because,
he believes, as long as he walks, Queenie
at
www.burlingtonlibrary.com for the films Hennessey will live.
scheduled to be shown at 1:45 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 13 and Thursday, April
Monday, April 22 at 7 pm
25 at 1:45 p.m.
The Great Gatsby
by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Pre-School Screenings

Do you have concerns about your child’s
We try to read a classic novdevelopment? Burlington Area School
el every year and because
District staff will screen your child in the
a new movie version is deareas of development, social skills, fine
buting in May we decided
motor (small muscle), gross motor (large
to revisit this classic story of
muscle), and speech/language develnew wealth and obsessive
opment at no charge at the library on
love following WWI. What
Wednesday, Apr. 10 from 9:15-11:45 a.m.
follows is the tragic conse(This screening is not in place of Kinder- quences of Gatsby’s pursuit of Daisy and
garten screening, which will be offered the new found cynicism, moral decay and
in your neighborhood school.) Questions carelessness of the privileged.
should be directed to Kathy Merlo at 7630214, ext. 211.

The Library welcomes donations of books
and DVDs for annual Friends of the Library
booksale. Books and DVDs can be brought
to the Library at 166 E. Jefferson Street.
The 2013 annual booksale will be July 25-27
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This informal writing group meets to
share stories and practice writing. You
don’t have to be a great or even a “good”
writer to work on your memoirs and family history--you just have to be interested
in chronicling these valuable stories for
all time. Members are inspired to gather
their own memoirs and to collect family stories. No registration required. For
more information contact Carole Rybarczyk at 342-1130 or crybarcz@burlington.
lib.wi.us

All programs at the Burlington Public Library are free and open to the public.
visit us at www.burlington-wi.gov

and drivers.

Although it is important to remember yearround, Spring is
a good time to refresh ourselves with
the laws and rules as
they apply to pedestrians

When operating a motor vehicle, the
driver must yield to pedestrians who
have started crossing at an intersection
or crosswalk on a “walk” signal or green
light if there is no walk signal. The driver must yield to pedestrians who are
crossing the highway within a marked
or unmarked crosswalk (at an intersection where there are no traffic control

Reduced Speed Limit on
Pine Street
The speed limit on Pine
Street from Milwaukee Avenue to the Burlington Bypass has been reduced by
at least 5 MPH. The new
speed limits officially took
effect February 26, 2013.
The new speed limits on
Pine Street will be 25 MPH
from Milwaukee Avenue to Market Street and 30 MPH from
Market Street to the Burlington
Bypass. This change was approved at the February 20 Common Council meeting.

Programs For Adults

Recording Memoirs & Family Histories
March 14 & 28 - 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon

Book Sale Donations

Follow the Law - Brake for Pedestrians

Book Clubs For Adults

Report a Street Light
Problem
Any problems with street lights should
be reported to the Department of Public
Works at 539-3770. The DPW will then
obtain the pole number and report it to
WE Energies. Repair turnover time from
WE Energies should be within 72 hours.
You may also logon to WE energies website and report an outage directly at www.
we-energies.com/night_aura/contact/
rptoutage.htm. Follow the prompts and
identify the street light with the problem.

signals). Drivers should not attempt
to overtake and pass any vehicle that
stops at an intersection or crosswalk to
permit a pedestrian or bicyclist to cross
the roadway safely.
As you travel through the City of Burlington you will notice several crosswalk
signs in the middle of the roadway.
When pedestrians are waiting to cross,
drivers must yield and allow the pedestrians to cross.
Pedestrians should keep in mind this
law only applies when crossing at a
marked crosswalk or unmarked intersection. Pedestrians should always be
diligent and take extra care in the evening hours. Never assume drivers can
see you and obey traffic rules to reduce

the chance of being struck by a motor
vehicle.
Adults need to take special care to
teach children to behave safely when
they are around vehicular traffic. Supervision is crucial through about age 9.
Motorists are also responsible for child
pedestrian safety. Slow down in school
zones, near parks and pools and in
neighborhoods. Parents dropping off
children at school are a major threat
to walking children and to those leaving motor vehicles. Stay cautious after
dropping off your own child.
Both drivers and pedestrians have certain safety responsibilities that depend
on both circumstances and common
sense.

Street and Sidewalk Construction Projects for 2013
The City of Burlington is planning the 2013
construction season. Work includes the
following projects:
Beloit Street
Asphalt pavement will be resurfaced from
Sunset Drive to McHenry Street with spot
repairs to the curb and gutter and handicap
ramps added as needed.
Bridge Street
Slag slurry sealing from Adam Street to
S. Pine Street. Temporary re-routing and
single-lane traffic will occur before and
during application.
E. Chandler Blvd.
Asphalt pavement will be resurfaced from
S. Kane Street to Edward Street with spot
repairs to the curb and gutter and handicapped ramps added as needed.
W. Chandler Blvd.
Asphalt pavement will be resurfaced from
Randolph Street to S. Kane Street with spot
repairs to the curb and gutter and handicapped ramps added as needed.
James Street
Asphalt pavement will be resurfaced from
Lewis Street to W. Chestnut Street with replacement of the curb and gutter with handicapped ramps added as needed. Some
sidewalks will be reconstructed. The 3-inch
watermain will be replaced. Disruptions in
water services may occur where connections are necessary.

Johnson Street
Asphalt pavement will be resurfaced from
Milwaukee Avenue to Washington Street
with spot repairs to the curb and gutter and
handicapped ramps added as needed. The
3-inch watermain will be replaced. Disruptions in water services may occur where
connections are necessary.
Teutonia Drive
Asphalt pavement will be resurfaced from
W. Chestnut Street to the cul-de-sac with
spot repairs to the curb and gutter as
needed.
Sidewalk Reconstruction
Sidewalks will be replaced at various
locations around the City.
S. Pine Street
Construction of new sidewalks on the westerly side of S. Pine Street, from Dunford
Drive to a point lying approximately 150 ft.
southerly of the South right-of-way line of
Hidden Creek Lane.
Pedestrian Crosswalk
Installation of a crosswalk across S. Pine
Street on the north side of the intersection
with Hidden Creek Lane, as well as a crosswalk across Hidden Creek Lane on the west
side of the intersection with S. Pine Street.
W. Washington Street
Construction of a parking lot for the Fire
Department at 181 W. Washington Street
and expansion of the drive approach for the
Fire Department.

visit us at www.burlington-wi.gov
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