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Police Department K-9 Program

As you may remember, the Police Department recently lost Natz who served as the K-9 police dog for
twelve years with the City of Burlington. One of my targets for the city was to bring the K-9 drug dog back
to Burlington. After | was elected, | had discussions with Chief Anderson and BHS Principal Eric Burling.
Both are very anxious to get this program going again within the community.

When asked what type of dog | would prefer, | chose a narcotic and tracking dog, which would not only
be used in searching for narcotics, but in efforts such as finding lost individuals that have dementia and
more. A narcotic and tracking dog would come from Germany, like the two previous K-9 officers. The cost
for the dog will be approximately $13,500, which includes a five week training program.

A new K-9 vehicle would need to be purchased for safety purposes. Chief Anderson has been very active
exploring all aspects of this program as well as the vehicle replacement program to see where this
purchase could fit in with the other needs of the department. There will also be a minimal employee
stipend for the handler which will be included in the 2017 Budget.

The goal is to purchase the dog as soon as possible to begin training and have the program in place early
2017. BHS students, the community and | have strongly requested this program be returned, as there is a
strong concern narcotics are being brought on school grounds. | am very concerned about the dangerous
and life threatening drugs that are throughout the city and state.

| am asking for individuals to help sponsor this program. Those who believe in the K-9 program and how
it can benefit our community can donate to the K-9 program can send checks made payable to the City of
Burlington, c¢/o Burlington K-9 Program, Burlington Police Department, 224 E. Jefferson Street, Burlington,
WI 53105.

Demolition of Gas Station

The City is moving forward with the property at 256 W. State Street to tear down the abandoned gas
station, which is one of the city’s major eyesores. Before demolition can begin, the City is seeking
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) approval to close out the open environmental case on the
property, as there were underground gas tanks previously on the site. Bids have been received by
contractors to conduct the demolition and remove the materials. The City will retain this property and
convert it to green space with beautiful landscaping to enhance one of the entrances to the city.

Lewis Street Retaining Wall

The condition of the wall surrounding the historic water tower on Lewis Street is a major concern to City
staff. Currently, options are being investigated to repair and/or replace the wall. For the time being, the
area is barricaded to provide a safe pass for pedestrians and vehicles. The Common Council will discuss
this at a future budget meeting.




