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CITY OF BURLINGTON 

Committee of the Whole Minutes 
Robert Miller, Mayor 

Beverly R. Gill, City Clerk 
March 6, 2012   

 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

Mayor Bob Miller called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. starting with roll call.  Aldermen present: 
Bob Prailes, Ed Johnson, Jim Prailes, Peter Hintz, Tom Vos, Steve Rauch, Jeff Fischer, Katie Simenson   
 
Student Representatives   Present: Dale Morrow   Absent: Paul Dhillon 

 
Also present: City Attorney John Bjelajac, City Administrator Kevin Lahner, Police Chief Peter Nimmer, 
Assistant to the Administrator Megan Johnson, Treasurer Steve DeQuaker, Supervisor Streets and Parks 
Dan Jensen, DPW Mechanic Chris Keefer 
 

2. CITIZENS COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS  
None 
  

3.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 21, 2012 
 A motion was made by Johnson with a second by Jim Prailes to approve the minutes from February 

21, 2012.    With all in favor, the motion carried. 
 
 

4. RESOLUTION 4531(56) “A RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER APPROVING A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
BURLINGTON AND DIGICORP FOR INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (IT) SUPPORT SERVICES” 
The mayor introduced Resolution 4531(56) to the Council for discussion.   
 
Simenson questioned the reference in the contract to “several enhancements available that will 
increase the efficiency of service”.  Lahner replied that because DigiCorp is a large company, they 
are able to provide a remote log-in “Help-Desk” service that will reduce onsite problem solving; they 
have the expertise to provide the required special police programs and as a large company they 
have the buying power for future equipment purchases. 
 
Rauch asked for clarification on the two payments of $20,000 each and the $100.00 per hour charge.  
Lahner explained the $100.00 charge is the hourly rate for the annual payments.  The mayor added 
that the payments are set up for two yearly $20,000 installments but if there is unused time, then that 
amount would be used as a credit for the next payment.  He also cautioned that if the city went over 
the established amount we could possibly end up owing more money to Digicorp. 
 
Fischer questioned what the advantage was in prepaying for the service.   Atty. Bjelajac responded 
that the contract presented by Digicorp contained the pre-payment language but he had added 
protection for the city for performance issues.      
 
This resolution will move forward to this evening’s Common Council meeting. 

 
       5. RESOLUTION 4532(57) “A RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER AUTHORIZING THE EXTENSION OF DEADLINES FOR 

INSTALLING STREET TREES AND PUBLIC SIDEWALKS AT THE GLEN AT STONEGATE SUBDIVISION, ADDITION 
ONE”   
BMO/Harris Bank the current owners of the Glen at Stonegate, had requested another extension of 
time to install public improvements.  Because not all of the lots are sold, the bank has requested the 
extension as they feel there would likely be damage while new homes are being constructed.  
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Rauch questioned the six month deadline extension.  Lahner explained that the city wants the 
improvements in place and the bank is committed to the deadline. 
 
Vos was concerned that with the number of unsold lots, the city would assume the liability of the 
improvements once they are put in and then new construction could inflict damage.  Lahner 
responded that the unsold lots would be treated just as any other lots located in the city. 
 
Simenson questioned the difference between the Glen at Stonegate requirements and Murphy 
Farm.  She did not believe the sidewalks were all in place at the Murphy Farm.  Lahner replied that it 
was the difference in the wording of the developer’s agreement.   
 
This resolution will move forward to the March 20, 2012 Common Council meeting. 
 

       6.  RESOLUTION 4533(58) “A RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER AUTHORIZING THE EXTENSION OF DEADLINES FOR 
INSTALLING FINAL LIFT OF ASPHALT AND WATER MAIN LOOP AT THE GLEN AT STONEGATE SUBDIVISION, 
ADDITION ONE”  
The mayor introduced Resolution 4533(58) to the Council for discussion.  It was the mayor’s 
recommendation that due to the sale of Phase 2, that it is necessary for the water loop to be 
installed now, but not the final lift of asphalt. 
 
Simenson asked if it would be easier for the developer of Phase 2 if the water loop is installed at this 
time.  Lahner confirmed that was accurate.  Simenson was also concerned with the final lift of 
asphalt being put in too soon and the damage that could be done by future construction. 
 
After discussion, it was the consensus of the council to extend the deadline for both water loop and 
final lift to October 31, 2012.   
 
This resolution will move forward to the March 20, 2012 Common Council meeting. 

 
        7. RESOLUTION 4534(59) “A RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER APPROVING A MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING (MOU) WITH RACINE COUNTY TO PROVIDE COUNTY COUNTER SERVICES AT CITY 
HALL”            
The mayor introduced Resolution 4534(59) to the Council for discussion. 
 
Johnson questioned if this was a long-term binding contract.  Lahner stated this MOU is not locking 
the city into a long term deal.  Lahner further said the MOU will be monitored and evaluated 
along the way to see if any changes need to be made.   Atty. Bjelajac commented that the MOU 
can be terminated or amended at any time by either party. 
 
Rauch asked if this service was for the whole county or only for City of Burlington residents.  The 
mayor replied this is not just for the city residents but for Western Racine County residents. 
 
Vos said it was a good idea with a benefit to both the City of Burlington and Racine County.  

  
This resolution will move forward to this evening’s common council meeting.    
 

8. RESOLUTION 4535(60) “A RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER DECLARING INTENT TO EXERCISE SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT POWERS FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF SIDEWALKS AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS”     
The mayor introduced Resolution 4535(60) to the council for discussion.  There were no comments. 

  
 This resolution will move forward to the March 20, 2012 Common Council meeting. 
 

9. RESOLUTION 4536(61) “A RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER THE PURCHASE OF A PICK UP TRUCK FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS FROM EWALD AUTOMOTIVE GROUP IN THE AMOUNT OF $18,729”           
The mayor introduced Resolution 4536(61) to the council for discussion. 
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Bob Prailes questioned if the trucks would be going to auction and what amount of money could be 
expected from their sale.  Jensen replied that the trucks will be going to auction later in the summer 
with the anticipated sale price being $1,000 for both of them. 
 
Simenson requested in the future that the amount budgeted also be shown on the paperwork.  
 
This resolution will move forward to the March 20, 2012 Common Council meeting. 
 

10. RESOLUTION 4537(62) “A RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER THE PURCHASE OF AN AERIAL TRUCK FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS FROM DUECO, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $199,585”                  
The mayor introduced Resolution 4537(62) to the council for discussion.  The mayor commented that 
this truck will also be sent to auction and it is unknown what the city will receive. 
 
Hintz questioned why a Kenworth was being purchased as the city has leaned toward Peterbuilts.   
Jensen replied that both are made by the same parent company with Kenworth being less 
expensive. 
 
This resolution will move forward to the March 20, 2012 Common Council meeting. 
 

11. RESOLUTION 4538(63) “A RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER THE PURCHASE OF TWO ZERO-TURN RADIUS LAWN 
MOWERS WITH POLAR TRAC UNITS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS FROM REINDERS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $81,783.63”                    
The mayor introduced Resolution 4538(63) to the council for discussion.  The mayor commented that   
the two lawn mowers with the Polar Trac are multi-use and will replace seven tractors currently in use. 
 
Vos questioned the elimination of seven tractors and if the city will still be able to get the lawns 
mowed.  Jensen replied that two of the tractors being eliminated were only used for snow removal.  
The Zero-turn mowers are very efficient and can do the jobs quicker, which means they need fewer 
pieces of equipment.   
 
Simenson questioned the amount that was budgeted and if one on the new mowers breaks down, 
would the DPW be able to get the lawn mowing accomplished.  Jensen replied that amount 
budgeted was $93,000 and if one mower does break down, the department would still be able to 
get the job done. 
 
This resolution will move forward to the March 20, 2012 Common Council meeting. 
 

12. RESOLUTION 4539(64) “A RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER THE PURCHASE OF A HOT PATCH MACHINE FOR 
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS FROM CASPER TRUCK EQUIPMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,150”                             
The mayor introduced Resolution 4539(64) to the council for discussion. 
 
Jensen described the hot patch machine as a good solution to this sized city.  He had spoken to 
Dodge and Kenosha County Highway Departments and they were very satisfied with this machine. 
 
This resolution will move forward to the March 20, 2012 Common Council meeting. 
 

13. MOTION 12-735  “A MOTION TO CONSIDER APPROVING A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
APPLICATION AND SIGN APPLICATION IN THE HPC OVERLAY DISTRICT FOR 100 EAST CHESTNUT STREET”       
The mayor introduced Motion 12-735 to the council for discussion. 
 
Simenson questioned if more than one grant could be given out per building located in the HPC 
area.  Hintz, a member of the HPC commented that it is addressed on a case by case basis. 
 
This motion moves forward to this evening’s common council meeting.                                              
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14. DISCUSSION REGARDING THE CITY’S JULY 4TH FIREWORKS DISPLAY  
The mayor stated that he did not think our current amount of money spent on the July 4th Fireworks 
offers much of a display.  He had heard many disparaging remarks after 2011 Fourth of July.  His 
attempt to collect donations for the fireworks had only resulted in $17.50.  His suggestion was to either 
cancel the display or increase the amount of money to be spent.     
 
Simenson and Rauch were both against the city’s expenditure on fireworks. The remaining council 
members were in favor of increasing the amount to $10,000.  This item will be placed on a future 
agenda.   

 
15. ADJOURNMENT  

A motion was made by Bob Prailes with a second by Vos to adjourn the meeting.  With all in favor, 
the meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

 
 
 
 _____________________________ 
 Beverly R. Gill 

City Clerk 
 City of Burlington 
 Racine and Walworth Counties 


