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City of Burlington 
Official Minutes  

Common Council 
Robert Miller, Mayor 

Beverly R. Gill, City Clerk 
November 15, 2011 

1. CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL 
Mayor Bob Miller called the meeting to order at 6:53 p.m. starting with roll call.  Aldermen present: Bob 
Prailes, Peter Hintz, Jim Prailes, Tom Vos, Steve Rauch, Jeff Fischer, Katie Simenson Excused: Ed Johnson  
 
Also present: City Attorney John Bjelajac, City Administrator Kevin Lahner, Police Chief Peter Nimmer, Fire 
Chief Richard Lodle, Treasurer Steve DeQuaker, Public Works Director Connie Wilson, Supervisor Streets 
and Parks Dan Jensen, Library Director Gayle Falk, Assistant to the Administrator Megan Johnson and 
Tom Foht of Kapur Engineering 

 
2.   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Miller led the council, staff and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3.  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 

Mr. Al Strelbicki, 117 Accipiter Court spoke about the need for a dividing line on the road by Culvers as 
people don’t understand there are two lanes of traffic.  He also commented on the people who do 
not obey the red lights at Highway 11 and 36 as well as by Culvers.  He additionally spoke of the 
presence of gravel on the roadway in the subdivision behind Culvers that should be swept as it will be 
washing down into the sewer.  Strelbecki was also concerned with the request to reduce the hours of 
parking behind Fred’s and John’s Main Event.  Strelbecki said both businesses were allowed to 
expand which led to a reduction of parking spaces and now a request has been made to reduce the 
remaining parking hours to three. 
 
The mayor commented that the request for a reduction of the parking hours actually came from 
Fred’s. 
 

4.   CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REPORT 
Ms. Chris Hills representing the Chamber of Commerce was present to inform council members of the 
following upcoming activities:      

 Light Up the Night,  November 18-19 
 Business after Hours, Gooseberries, December 1 
 Christmas Parade, December 2 
 Annual Dinner Auction, Veteran’s Terrace, January 19 

 
5.   APPROVAL OF COMMON COUNCIL MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 1, 2011 
      A motion was made by Fischer with a second by Hintz to approve the common council minutes of 

November 1, 2011.  With all in favor, the motion carried. 
 
6.   LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

A motion was made by Bob Prailes with a second by Simenson to accept the letters and 
communications as presented.  With all in favor, the motion carried.  
 

7.   REPORTS BY ALDERMANIC REPRESENTATIVES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS  
      Rauch reported on the closing of the library from December 26 through December 30 for carpet 

installation.   
 



 Wilson commented that the radium removal project is on budget and on time with the radium 
removal to begin on December 12th. 

 
 Jensen reported on a new process of anti-icing that will be implement this year with the use of a 

wastewater tanker truck that has a spray bar attached. 
 
 Simenson questioned how long the leaf collection will continue.  Jensen replied that his department is 

concentrating on leaf collection at this time and they will quit when they have at least ninety per-cent 
removed or when they have to switch to snow removal. 

 
8.   REPORTS 1-7 
 A motion to approve Reports 1-7 was made by Jim Prailes with a second by Bob Prailes.  With all in 

favor, the motion carried. 
 
9.   PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS 

A motion was made by Hintz with a second by Bob Prailes to approve vouchers, pre-paid and 
reimbursements in the amount of $671,678.25.  Vos announced that he would be voting present. 
Simenson questioned the purchase of a Ford 250.  Wilson replied that it was a budgeted item for her 
department. Roll Call Aye: Bob Prailes, Hintz, Jim Prailes, Rauch, Fischer, Simenson  Nay: None   
Present:  Vos   Motion carried 6-0 
 

10. LICENSES AND PERMITS 
A motion was made by Vos with a second by Hintz to approve the licenses and permits as presented.  
With all in favor, the motion carried. 
       

11. APPOINTMENTS AND NOMINATIONS 
Mayor Miller introduced the high school student members who were present and have been 
appointed to the various committees.  A motion was made by Rauch with a second by Vos to 
approve the appointments.  With all in favor, the motion carried. 
 

12. PUBLIC HEARINGS “A PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSED 2012 ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE CITY        
      OF BURLINGTON” 

The mayor opened the public hearing at 7:13 p.m.  There were no comments.  A motion was made by 
Simenson with a second by Jim Prailes to close the hearing.  With all in favor, the public hearing closed 
at 7:14 p.m.   
 

13. RESOLUTIONS 
RESOLUTION 4509(34) “A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF TWO S & L PUMPS FOR THE STH 11 
LIFT STATION FROM ENERGENECS IN THE AMOUNT OF $29,721  
A request for a second reading and a motion to approve was made by Fischer with a second by Bob 
Prailes.     Roll Call Aye: Bob Prailes, Hintz, Jim Prailes, Vos, Rauch, Fischer, Simenson  Nay: None  Motion 
carried 7-0 
 

14.  ORDINANCES 
None                        
 

15.  MOTIONS 
None 
 

16. ADJOURN INTO CLOSED SESSION PER WISCONSIN STATS. 19.85(1)(e), DELIBERATING OR NEGOTIATING THE  
      PURCHASING OF PUBLIC PROPERTIES, THE INVESTING OF PUBLIC FUNDS OR CONDUCTING OTHER SPECIFIED  
      PUBLIC BUSINESS, WHENEVER COMPETITIVE OR BARGAINING REASONS REQUIRING A CLOSED SESSION” 

 Consideration to sell public property 
 

A motion was made by Bob Prailes with a second by Rauch to adjourn into closed session.  Roll Call  Aye:  
Bob Prailes, Hintz, Jim Prailes, Vos, Rauch, Fischer, Simenson  Nay:  None  Motion carried 7-0 with the 
closed session beginning at 7:15 p.m. 

 



17.  RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION 
       A motion was made by Jim Prailes with a second by Simenson to reconvene into open session.  With all  
       In favor, the open session began at 7:34 p.m. 
 
       There was no decision from closed session. 
 
18.  ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Hintz with a second by Fischer to adjourn the meeting.  With all in favor, the 
motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m.                 . 
 
 
Beverly R. Gill 
City Clerk 
City of Burlington 
Racine and Walworth Counties 
 
 


