
 
 

City of Burlington 
Official Minutes  

Common Council 
Robert Miller, Mayor 

Beverly R. Gill, City Clerk 
August 2, 2011 

1. CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL 
Mayor Bob Miller called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. starting with roll call.  Aldermen present:  Bob 
Prailes, Ed Johnson, Peter Hintz, Jim Prailes, Steve Rauch, Jeff Fischer, Katie Simenson  
Excused:  Tom Vos 
 
Also present: City Administrator Kevin Lahner, City Attorney John Bjelajac, Assistant to the Administrator 
Megan Johnson, Police Chief Peter Nimmer, Treasurer Steve DeQuaker, Department of Public Works 
Supervisor, Dan Jensen, Utility Director Connie Wilson, Fire Chief Dick Lodle, Tom Foht of Kapur 
Engineering 

 
2.   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Miller led the council, staff and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3.  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 

Attorney Brian Wanasek, representing WAN, LLC commented to council that it needed to weigh 
whether an individual who applied several days ahead of the existing business owner has some greater 
equitable argument than some long-standing business. It was Attorney Wanasek’s opinion that this 
building would sit empty without the liquor license.  
 
 Mr. Kevin Bird, 2903 South Brown’s Lake Drive provided the history of ownership by WAN, LLC with this 
property which was formerly the BBC.  He stated that there were legal issues that prevented WAN, LLC 
from applying for the liquor license at an earlier date.    
 
Mr. Fred Mabson, N6613 Highway DD, the owner of Fred’s said the city had always worked very well with 
him for over thirty years.  He found Mr. McCourt’s agenda to be unfair.   
 
Mr. Paul Giaimmo, 181 Kendall Street, Burlington suggested the license from the Boneyard which is not in 
operation be brought back in and offered to Lucky Star with the remaining license going to WAN, LLC. 
 
McCourt stated that the Boneyard license was a reserve license and as such it carries a $10,000 fee. 
McCourt reiterated that the license that wasn’t renewed and became available should be granted to 
Lucky Star. 
 

4.   CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REPORT 
         Attorney John Hotvedt, representative from the Chamber of Commerce reported the July Sidewalk 
        Sales were well attended. 

 
5.   APPROVAL OF COMMON COUNCIL MINUTES FOR JULY 18, 2011 
      A motion was made by Fischer with a second by Johnson to approve the amended Common Council 

Minutes of July 18, 2011.  With all in favor, the motion carried. 
 
6.   LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

A motion was made by Bob Prailes with a second by Hintz to accept the letters and communications.  
With all in favor, the motion carried. 
 
 
 



7.   REPORTS BY ALDERMANIC REPRESENTATIVES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS  
Rauch reported that if the city administrator wanted to re-visit the insurance issue for current and former   
elected officials that he would be in favor of providing a two-year window to allow them to find other 
insurance.  
 
Simenson stated that she also would be in favor of Rauch’s proposal. 
 
Johnson said that he thought that issue had been resolved. 
 
Lahner explained that a policy decision had been made not to offer the insurance to any other elected 
official but those that are now on the policy could remain. 
 
City Administrator Kevin Lahner introduced Mr. Dan Jensen, PE as the recently hired Department of 
Public Works Supervisor.  Lahner explained that he was most recently from Columbus, Wisconsin.   
 

8.   REPORTS 1-5 
 A motion to approve Reports 1-5 was made by Johnson with a second by Simenson.  With all in favor, 

the motion carried. 
 
9.   PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS 

A motion was made by Jim Prailes with a second by Hintz to approve pre-paid, vouchers and 
reimbursements in the amount of $487,892.85. Rauch asked for clarification on the Kohl’s payment.  
Lahner replied that the payment was for the closing out of the escrow account for the final Plan Review.                 
Roll Call Ayes:  Bob Prailes, Johnson, Hintz, Jim Prailes, Rauch, Fischer, Simenson.   Nays:  None   Motion 
carried 7-0 

 
10. LICENSES AND PERMITS 

 The mayor announced the Operator’s License would be addressed first with the applications for the 
Combination “Class B” handled separately. 
 
A motion was made by Hintz with a second by Jim Prailes to approve the Operator’s Licenses as 
presented.  With all in favor, the motion carried. 
 
The following aldermen recused themselves from voting on the Combination “Class B” liquor application:  
Hintz, Jim Prailes and Fischer. 
 
A motion to suspend the rules under Municipal Code 50-22 to allow the eligible aldermen to vote on the 
Combination “Class B” was made by Rauch with a second by Simenson.  Roll Call  Ayes: Johnson, Hintz, 
Rauch, Simenson  Nays: Bob Prailes, Jim Prailes, Fischer   The motion failed 4-3 due to a lack of a super 
majority.  This issue will be addressed at the next council meeting.   
 

11. APPOINTMENTS AND NOMINATIONS 
 None 
 

12. PUBLIC HEARING 
None 
 

13. RESOLUTIONS 
A.  RESOLUTION 4489(14) “A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE AWARD OF BID TO PURCHASE BASE RADIOS 

AND CONSOLE SYSTEM FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT”  
      A request for a second reading and a motion to approve was made by Rauch with a second by 

Johnson.   Roll Call  Ayes: Bob Prailes, Johnson, Hintz, Jim Prailes, Rauch, Fischer, Simenson    Nays: 
None  Motion carried 7-0 

 
 
 



B.  RESOLUTION 4490(15) “A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE AWARD OF BID TO PURCHASE SQUAD MOBILE 
RADIOS FOR THE WHOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT”  

      A request for a second reading and a motion to approve was made by Simenson with a second by 
Hintz.  Roll Call  Ayes:  Bob Prailes, Johnson, Hintz, Jim Prailes, Rauch, Fischer, Simenson  Motion 
carried 7-0 

 
C. RESOLUTION 4491(16) “A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE AWARD OF BID TO PURCHASE A 9-1-1 SYSTEM 

FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT” 
      A request for a second reading and motion to approve was made by Fischer with a second by 

Johnson. Roll Call  Ayes:  Bob Prailes, Johnson, Hintz, Jim Prailes, Rauch, Fischer, Simenson  Motion 
carried 7-0 

 
14.  ORDINANCES 
       None 
 
15.  MOTIONS 

 A. MOTION 11-720 “A MOTION TO RESCHEDULE THE AUGUST 16, 2011 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AND 
COMMON COUNCIL MEETINGS TO AUGUST 17, 2011 DUE TO THE RECALL ELECTION” 

      A motion to approve was made by Bob Prailes with a second by Hintz. With all in favor, the motion 
carried.   

 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Johnson with a second by Jim Prailes to adjourn the meeting.  With all in favor, 
the meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 

 
 
        Beverly R. Gill 
  City Clerk 
  City of Burlington 
    Racine and Walworth Counties 


