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Robert Miller, Mayor 
Beverly R. Gill, City Clerk 

May 3, 2011   
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
Mayor Bob Miller called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. starting with roll call.  Aldermen present: 
Bob Prailes, Ed Johnson, Peter Hintz, Jim Prailes, Tom Vos, Steve Rauch, Jeff Fischer, Katie Simenson  
 
High school students present: David Martin, Lauren Nadolski 
 
Also present: City Administrator Kevin Lahner, City Attorney John Bjelajac, Attorney Terry Kallenbach, 
Police Chief Peter Nimmer, Treasurer Steve DeQuaker, Public Works Director Connie Wilson, City 
Mechanic Chris Keefer, Library Director Gayle Falk, Fire Chief Dick Lodle, Fire Engineer Wesley Miner, 
Mr. Tom Foht of Kapur and Associates. 
 
Fire Chief Dick Lodle introduced Fire Engineer Wesley Miner who was recently hired at the Fire 
Department due to the upcoming retirement of Dale Dorrington.   

 
2. CITIZENS COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 

 None 
  

3.    APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR APRIL 6, 2011 
 A motion was made by Bob Prailes with a second by Simenson to approve the minutes from April 6, 

2011.  With all in favor, the motion carried. 
 
4.   DISCUSSION REGARDING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING 

The discussion was requested by Aldermen Simenson and Robert Prailes.  Simenson was concerned 
with how the space was being used and if there was enough room for all of the equipment.   
 
Lahner said there were two things that had been brought to his attention by the employees.  The first 
item was the lean-to for outdoor storage which isn’t working as anticipated. The city recently 
received a quote from Scherrer to enclose this area. Lahner reported the money would be coming 
from the Contingency Fund which has a balance of over a hundred thousand dollars.   The second 
item was the possibility of an additional outbuilding which the city will look at once the new DPW 
Building is fully operational.   
 
Simenson questioned the use of the building at Bushnell Park for the lawn mowers, the crowded 
conditions at this site and the concern that the key to this building was being given out to 
organizations.  Lahner reported that Racine County had given permission to the city for the use of the 
building for storage of equipment used to maintain Bushnell Park. He further stated that the key that 
was requested for the building was not given out and the crowding issued was caused by Racine 
County having equipment in the building, which was supposed to be removed.  
 
Vos said that he understood the cold storage area was designed to be used for lawnmowers and 
there seemed to be other equipment in there that could be stored outside.  Lahner said that another 
issue is that it doesn’t keep the weather out.  Lahner will be bringing this item back to the next council 
meeting in the form of a change order. 
 
Vos further said that a scupper needs to be placed on the outside wall of the DPW building to route 
the water to a downspout rather than having water running down the side of the building.   
 



Committee of the Whole Minutes 
May 3, 2011 

The mayor said that the city has not totally settled into the building and council members should wait 
and see when everything is completely moved into the structure because in his opinion, there is 
sufficient space.   
 
Simenson then questioned why the city would build a new building with approximately 400 square 
feet less than the old building.  The figures being discussed were based on an estimated square 
footage report supplied by Alderman Robert Prailes.  Prailes responded that approximately 2,000 
square feet of the old building was housing ChocolateFest supplies and was not counted in the 
equation.   
 
Simenson said in speaking to the city’s mechanic that the repair space was not of sufficient space 
either.   
 
The mayor reminded everyone again that we should wait until everything is in its’ place because in 
his opinion there is no shortage of space.   
 
Fischer stated that in the design phase of the new building there must have been an assessment of 
space done by a consultant.  Lahner replied that there was ten or more design meetings held prior to 
the finalization along with several workshops. 
 
Fischer suggested that the original assessment be compared to what was actually built and then 
decide as a body if it was successful.  Fischer suggested that council be provided with a timeline to 
get this done.   
 
Jim Prailes asked if the old plow trucks that were replaced with new trucks are still owned by the city 
and being stored.  The city’s mechanic Chris Keefer confirmed they were all sold at auction.   
 
Vos then questioned if the there was enough space for the Water Department vehicles.  Wilson 
replied that at first this was an issue, but has since been resolved by relocating some of the 
equipment to another area.   
 

5. DISCUSSION REGARDING THE PURCHASE  OF PUBLIC WORKS LEAF VACUUM SYSTEM 
The mayor, several DPW employees and Mechanic Chris Keefer traveled to Oshkosh to look at a 
different system that they are using for leaf pick up.  The mayor said the bids received for the new 
leaf vacuum system were significantly higher than what was in the 2011 Budget.  The mayor had 
urged the DPW to purchase a truck that would be multi-purpose.     
 
City Mechanic Chris Keefer said they had looked at many communities and Oshkosh seemed to 
have the best system for a multi-purpose truck system.  Unfortunately, Keefer said because there is a 
lot of custom work on this vehicle as well as large increases in the price of steel and the cost of the 
chassis, the unit came in significantly over budget.   
 
Vos said it was his understanding that the city would be buying a piece of equipment to adapt and 
use on an existing truck.  Keefer said that an existing truck would not work because of the wheel 
base.  Vos’ suggestion would then be to get rid of one of the already owned Peterbilt trucks and buy 
this one.   
 
Simenson said that if we are currently using six people to pick up leaves and a new system will only 
use one person, what would the other five be doing?  She questioned if there isn’t another way this 
could be done which would lower costs but yet increase efficiency.  Lahner replied there would only 
be one person running the new system whereas now there are four vehicles involved. He was 
confident that efficiency would increase once it was up and running and at that time staffing levels 
would have to be determined.    
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Vos questioned that if the current level of equipment for snow removal has been sufficient in the 
past, why expand the snow removal fleet with an additional purchase.  He felt that a Vac-All Unit just 
for leaf pickup would be a wiser choice.   
 
Rauch asked if we use an existing truck, would we be able to buy a pull-behind leaf attachment.  
Lahner wasn’t sure if our current trucks would be able to be retro-fitted for that attachment.  The 
mayor also said that it is a two-man operation with one man walking behind the unit.  Lahner said it 
would be efficient, but not the most efficient.   
 
The mayor said the whole purpose was to try and come up with a vehicle that is not going to 
become just a snowplow and be parked for nine months out of the year.  The idea was to have a 
vehicle that could multi-task. 
 
Fischer questioned the amount of equipment that we now have at the DPW.  Keefer explained that 
there are four new Peterbilt snowplows, 2000 Sterling, 1991 MAC and a 1989 International that is only 
used for chipping.  Keefer said it would be possible to eliminate the 1989 and 1991 if the city were to 
purchase a unit that would be a multi-purpose vehicle. 
 
Lahner said the question before the council is whether to purchase a single unit option or use existing 
units. 
 
This issue will move forward to the May 17, 2011 council meeting. , 
 

6. RESOLUTION 4476(1) “A RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER  MODIFYING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S 
AGREEMENT TO REQUIRE CONTRIBUTION TO THE EMPLOYEE PORTION OF THE WISCONSIN RETIREMENT 
SYSTEM CONTRIBUTION UPON ENACTMENT OF 2011 WISCONSIN ACT 10” 
Mayor Miller introduced Resolution 4476(1) to the council for discussion. 
 
Simenson questioned if this would be considered for the police chief contract.  Lahner replied that as 
part of the budget discussion at the state, there have been a lot of suggestions to do something 
different with the police department including having them contribute with the rest of the employees 
but no decision has been made at this time. 
 
Rauch commended Lahner for taking this step 
 
This resolution is scheduled for the May 17, 2011 council meeting. 

 
7. RESOLUTION 4473(57) “A RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER DISSOLVING AND TERMINATING TIF DISTRICT 

NUMBER FOUR AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY TREASURER TO DISTRIBUTE EXCESS INCREMENT TO 
OVERLAYING TAXING DISTRICTS”  
Mayor Miller introduced Resolution 4473(57) for discussion.   
 
Vos asked what amount of money will be dispersed to the other taxing entities. Lahner said that a 
final accounting needs to be done before that can be determined.  Vos then asked for an analysis 
of what was accomplished with the creation of TIF Four because TIF’s have always been very 
controversial.   
 
Rauch questioned if in closing this TIF, does it restrict any negotiations.  The mayor replied that some 
of the incentives may not be there. 
 
This resolution is scheduled for this evening’s council meeting. 
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8. ORDINANCE 1918(21)  “AN ORDINANCE TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE MUNICIPAL CODE TO CREATE 
CHILD SAFETY ZONES AND RESIDENTIAL RESTRICTIONS APPLICABLE TO SEX OFFENDERS AND TO PROVIDE 
FOR ENFORCEMENT”   
Mayor Miller introduced Ordinance 1918(21) to the council for discussion. 
 
Robert Prailes said that he still had a problem with this ordinance.  He stated that if you don’t live in 
one of the zones, you may have a large amount of sex offenders living in your block.   
 
Atty. Bjelajac explained that the child safety zone includes parks, schools, churches and day care 
centers and other businesses with the 300 foot safety buffer eliminated.  In its’ place will be the city 
enforcing any loitering in that 300-foot buffer zone.  He further spoke about how the ordinance 
narrows its scope on sex offenders to only include child sex offenders and violent sex offenders.   
 
Atty. Bjelajac commended Ald. Simenson and Ms. Susan Riddle on their input into this ordinance. 
 
Johnson liked the changes made to the ordinance, but was concerned how it was going to be 
enforced.  Chief Nimmer responded by saying that it wasn’t a problem at this time, but hoped to 
stop any problems before they started.  He stated there are 24 registered sex offenders in this area, 
but he has not narrowed down the categories in which they are listed.   
 
Vos questioned what has been gained if a house that is for sale is adjacent to a day care center 
and a sex offender buys the house?  Atty. Bjelajac stated that it could be perceived as a gap in the 
enforcement of this ordinance and if it becomes a problem, the ordinance could be revisited and 
changed to include the 300 foot rule.   
 
Simenson questioned what other communities have done to address this issue.  Atty. Kallenbach 
responded by saying there are three things that a community can do one of which is to ignore the 
problem; the second would be to outright ban sex offenders from their community; and lastly to craft 
an ordinance to balance risks against the need to protect children who congregate in known 
places.   
 
Mr. Todd Terry spoke on behalf of St. Charles Catholic School and thanked Alderman Simenson for 
her efforts on this ordinance.  Mr. Terry also spoke about the 300 foot buffer zone which he would like 
to see established, but was happy to get whatever tools will help in dealing with sex offenders 
residing near the school.   
 
This ordinance will move forward to the May 17, 2011 council meeting. 
 

9. ORDINANCE 1924(1) “AN ORDINANCE TO CONSIDER AMENDING SECTION 6-2A,” BOARD OF REVIEW 
MEMBERSHIP”                    
Mayor Miller introduced Ordinance 1924(1) to the council for discussion.  Atty. Bjelajac said the 
ordinance that was originally adopted pertained to Class 1 Cities and their requirements but does 
not pertain to the City of Burlington which is a Class 4 City. 
 
Simenson said the aldermen need to supply names to the mayor and thereby broaden the 
involvement of many citizens rather than seeing the same individuals serve on many of the 
committees.   
 
This ordinance will move forward to the May 17, 2011 council meeting. 
 

10. MOTION 11-705  “A MOTION TO CONSIDER A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION IN THE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT FOR 500 NORTH PINE STREET” 
Mayor Miller introduced Motion 11-705 to the council for discussion. There was no further discussion.    
 
This motion is scheduled for tonight’s council meeting. 
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      11.  MOTION 11-706  “A MOTION TO CONSIDER A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION AND  
 SIGN PERMIT IN THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT FOR 573 NORTH PINE STREET” 

Mayor Miller introduced Motion 11-706 to the council for discussion. There was no further discussion.   
 
This motion is scheduled for tonight’s meeting. 

 
12.  MOTION 11-707  “A MOTION TO CONSIDER A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION AND 
       SIGN PERMIT IN THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT FOR 588 NORTH PINE STREET”               

Mayor Miller introduced Motion 11-707 to the council for discussion.  Rauch questioned if the city had 
any control over a name that is being used for a business.  Hintz replied that the city did not have 
any control over the naming of a business. 
 
This motion is scheduled for tonight’s council meeting.      
 

      13.  MOTION 11-708  “A MOTION TO CONSIDER A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION IN THE  
             HISTORIC PRESERVATION OVERLAY DISTRICT FOR 596 NORTH PINE STREET” 

Mayor Miller introduced Motion 11-708 to the council for discussion.  The mayor said there was going 
to be an addition to the existing structure of approximately 600 feet which will accommodate 4-6 
tables. 
 
This motion is scheduled for tonight’s council meeting.  
 

      14.  ADJOURN 
             A motion was made by Johnson with a second by Hintz to adjourn the meeting.  With all in favor, the 

meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
  
 

 
 Beverly R. Gill 

City Clerk 
City of Burlington 
Racine and Walworth Counties 


