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CITY OF BURLINGTON 
Minutes of the Common Council 

Jeannie Hefty, Mayor 
Diahnn C. Halbach, City Clerk 

Tuesday, March 21, 2017 
 

 
1. Call To Order – Roll Call 

Council President, Tom Vos, called the meeting to order at 7:55 p.m. starting with roll call.  
Aldermen present: Ed Johnson, Bob Grandi, Ruth Dawidziak, Tom Vos, Tom Preusker, Jon 
Schultz and Todd Bauman.  Excused: Mayor Hefty, John Ekes  
 
Also present: City Administrator Carina Walters, City Attorney John Bjelajac, Finance Director 
Steve DeQuaker, Director of Administrative Services Megan Watkins, Police Chief Mark 
Anderson, Fire Chief Alan Babe, and Chris Keefer (DPW). 
 
Student Representatives - Present: Gabriel King and Ryan Werner. Excused: None 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Citizen Comments 
There were none. 

4. Chamber of Commerce Representative and Rescue Squad Representative 
There were none. 

5. Approval of the March 7, 2017 Common Council Minutes 
A motion was made by Alderman Preusker with a second by Alderman Dawidziak to approve the 
amended Council Minutes from March 7, 2017. With all in favor, the motion to approve the 
minutes was carried. 

6. Letters and Communications  
Communication from Alderman Ekes regarding his absence from the March 21, 2017 and April 5, 
2017 Committee of the Whole and Common Council meetings, and the April 18, 2017 
Organizational meeting, were noted in file by Alderman Tom Vos.  

7. Reports by Aldermanic Representatives and Department Heads 
Alderman Grandi congratulated Student Representative Gabriel King for his successful role as Mr. 
Banks in the Burlington High School play, Mary Poppins. 

8. Reports 1-3 
A motion was made by Alderman Grandi with a second by Alderman Johnson approve Reports 1-
3. With all in favor, the motion carried. 
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9. Payment of Vouchers 
A motion was made by Alderman Dawidziak with a second by Alderman Grandi to approve 
vouchers, pre-paids and reimbursements in the amount of $191,936.49.  
 
Roll Call Aye: Johnson, Grandi, Dawidziak, Vos, Preusker, Schultz and Bauman. Nay: None.  
Motion carried 7-0. 

10. Licenses and Permits 
A motion was made by Alderman Vos with a second by Alderman Bauman to approve licenses 
and permits as presented. With all in favor the motion carried. 

11. Appointments and Nominations 

A motion was made by Alderman Johnson with a second by Alderman Preusker to approve 
appointments and nominations as follows: 

 Jack Schoepke (BHS Student) to be appointed to the Plan Commission – term expires 
05/31/2017 

 Tom Steffy to be appointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals – term expires 01/01/2018 

With all in favor the motion carried. 

12. Public Hearings 

A. At 8:03 p.m., President Vos declared a public hearing open to hear comments and concerns 
from the public regarding a proposed Special Assessment for a sanitary sewer construction 
project along South Pine Street.  

Bob Pias, 928 South Pine Street, stated that the original agreement when these properties were 
annexed into the City, was to hook-in to City sewer lines if and when their current septic 
systems failed. Pias further stated that he doesn’t feel it should be his responsibility to help 
finance somebody else’s project, which is what prompted this in the first place.  

Mike Lewandowski, 996 S. Pine Street, stated that he purchased the property about 2 ½ years 
ago with the intent of building a structure on the property and assumed that because the 
property is in the City, that he would have city services such as sewer and water. Lewandowski 
further stated, that in order for him to continue with his project, he needs access to sewer and 
water.  

Alderman Dawidziak asked if the property owners are required to hook-up or if they had other 
options. Attorney Bjelajac responded that once sewer becomes available, property owners are 
required to hook-up within 90 days of the sewer being operational; however, there is no 
mandatory hook-up for water, which is currently not part of this project.  

Alderman Bauman asked if the previous agreement regarding the owners not having to hook-
up until their septic systems failed is superseded by this new project. Attorney Bjelajac 
responded that he doesn’t know about a previous arrangement involving an owner not having 
to do anything until their septic fails, but by virtue of the City running sanitary sewer to these 
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properties, it requires that owners hook-up to the sanitary sewer system once it becomes 
operational.  

Chad Pias, 928 South Pine Street, asked if any of the neighboring homes were being required 
to hook-up to city sewer. Attorney Bjelajac responded that just the five properties that are along 
this route will be affected.  

Alderman Schultz asked if there were any other properties within the City that aren’t on sewer. 
Chad Pias stated that the homes across the street from him are not on city sewer, which is why 
he was asking if they would be required to hook-up as well.  

Schultz stated that it’s problematic for him to force people to spend $18,000 to hook up to city 
services and wanted to know if it’s simply per the City’s ordinance that it’s required. 

Bob Pias stated that he would gladly hook-up to city sewer, however the cost to do so is more 
than just the cost of the hooking up to the sewer itself. Pias stated he would also be required to 
pay for the pipe that goes up to the house, which would cost another $15,000 to $20,000.   

Chad Pias stated that for a homeowner, to be able to come up with $18,000 in 90 days and need 
to spend additional money to hook their house up, is not as feasible as it is for a business owner 
who can more easily justify the cost. Bjelajac responded that there is a 10 year pay plan at 4% 
interest for the owners to take advantage of.  

Walters responded to Alderman Schultz’s question regarding if the City had a list of homes 
that were currently not hooked up to City sewer. Walters stated that there is a list, however, 
it’s antiquated and they are in the process of verifying which homes remain without sanitary 
sewer hook-up, but believes there are only a couple. 

Alderman Schultz stated that the issue is two-fold, in that it’s one thing to have the homeowner 
pay to hook-up from their house to the sewer line; it’s another to have them pay to have the 
sewer line installed in front of their property, which they should have already had. Schultz 
further stated that he is not convinced that all five property owners are on board with doing this 
project right now and in this manner, and wanted to know if there is a way for homeowners to 
choose to do this when their current septic fails, and not be forced to do so, especially 
considering the costs involved. 

Dawidziak stated she also wished there was a better way to help this homeowner, as these costs 
would be a hardship on most anyone, and shouldn’t be forced. Dawidziak asked if there were 
other options to consider or if this is a black and white issue. Bjelajac responded with three 
possible options: 1) Don’t do the project; 2) Do the project, but eliminate the requirement for 
mandatory connection to the sanitary sewer; or 3) Do the project, but increase the time period 
for which the property owners can pay. 

Alderman Preusker suggested a more orderly process on how to handle road improvements 
when annexing property into the City and that it’s not reasonable to expect an existing 
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homeowner to unexpectedly pay for something like this and suggested that the City pay for 
running the lateral, while the homeowner pays for the pipe from their home to the lateral.  

Alderman Schultz agreed with Alderman Preusker and stated that this property was annexed 
into the City 37 years ago, in which the City failed to connect, and expressed that there must 
be a more eloquent way to deal with this.  

Alderman Johnson suggested directing staff to figure out a better way to deal with this.   

There were no further comments. A motion was made by Alderman Preusker with a second by 
Alderman Johnson to close the public hearing. With all in favor, Council President Vos closed 
the public hearing 8:59 p.m. 

B. At 8:59 p.m., Council President Vos declared a public hearing open to hear comments and 
concerns from the public regarding a Rezone Map Amendment request for property located at 
173 S. Perkins Blvd. 

There were no comments. A motion was made by Alderman Preusker with a second by 
Alderman Grandi to close the public hearing. With all in favor, Council President Vos closed 
the public hearing at 9:00 p.m. 

13. Resolutions 

A. Resolution 4823(42) to consider approving the purchase of a “Class B” Liquor License from 
the Town Spring Prairie, Wisconsin.  

A motion was made by Alderman Bauman with a second by Alderman Preusker to approve 
Resolution 4823(42).  

Roll Call Aye: Johnson, Grandi, Dawidziak, Vos, Preusker, Schultz and Bauman. Nay: None.  
Motion carried 7-0. 

14. Ordinances 

A. Ordinance 2021(17) to consider repealing Chapter 100-2, “Public Dances and Dance Halls” 
of the Code of the City of Burlington in its entirety. 

A motion was made by Alderman Johnson with a second by Alderman Dawidziak to approve 
Ordinance 2021(17) as presented. With all in favor, the motion carried. 

15. Motions 

A. Motion 17-865 - to consider approving the 2017 Fireworks for the Fourth of July. This item 
was discussed at the March 7, 2017 Committee of the Whole meeting. 

A motion was made by Alderman Grandi with a second by Alderman Preusker to approve Motion 
17-865. Roll Call Aye: Johnson, Grandi, Dawidziak, Vos, Schultz, Preusker and Bauman. Nay: 
None.  Motion carried 7-0 



 March 21, 2017 Common Council Minutes 

5 | P a g e  

 

B. Motion 17-866 - to consider approving an Airport Hangar Lease with Dale Severs and Karen 
Riccio for 832 Hotel Taxiway, at the Burlington Municipal Airport. This item was discussed 
at the March 7, 2017 Committee of the Whole meeting. 

A motion was made by Alderman Dawidziak with a second by Alderman Preusker to approve 
Motion 17-866. Roll Call Aye: Johnson, Grandi, Dawidziak, Vos, Schultz, Preusker and Bauman. 
Nay: None.  Motion carried 7-0 

C. Motion 17-867 - to consider approving a Certificate of Appropriateness for 224 E. Chestnut 
Street. This item is scheduled for final consideration at the same night Common Council 
meeting.  

A motion was made by Alderman Vos with a second by Alderman Preusker to approve Motion 
17-867. Roll Call Aye: Johnson, Grandi, Dawidziak, Vos, Schultz, Preusker and Bauman. Nay: 
None.  Motion carried 7-0 

D. Motion 17-868 - to consider approving a Certificate of Appropriateness for 425 N. Pine Street. 
This item is scheduled for final consideration at the same night Common Council meeting. 

A motion was made by Alderman Schultz with a second by Alderman Grandi to approve Motion 
17-868. Roll Call Aye: Johnson, Grandi, Dawidziak, Vos, Schultz, Preusker and Bauman. Nay: 
None.  Motion carried 7-0 

E. Motion 17-869 - to consider approving a Certificate of Appropriateness for 488 N. Pine Street. 
This item is scheduled for final consideration at the same night Common Council meeting. 

A motion was made by Alderman Preusker with a second by Alderman Johnson to approve 
Motion 17-869. Roll Call Aye: Johnson, Grandi, Dawidziak, Vos, Schultz, Preusker and Bauman. 
Nay: None.  Motion carried 7-0 

16. Adjourn 
 A motion was made by Alderman Bauman with a second by Alderman Preusker to adjourn the 
meeting.  With all in favor, the meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  

 
 
Meeting Minutes Respectfully Submitted by: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Diahnn C. Halbach 
City Clerk 
City of Burlington 


