
CITY OF BURLINGTON 

Administration Department 
     300 N. Pine Street, Burlington, WI, 53105 

(262) 342-1161 – (262) 763-3474 fax

 www.burlington-wi.gov 

AGENDA 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday, December 20, 2016 
To immediately follow the 6:30 p.m. Committee of the Whole meeting 

Council Chambers, 224 East Jefferson Street 

Mayor Jeannie Hefty Student Representatives 

John Ekes, Alderman, 1st District Gabriel King, Burlington High School 

Edward Johnson, Alderman, 1st District Ryan Werner, Burlington High School 

Bob Grandi, Alderman, 2nd District 

Ruth Dawidziak, Alderman, 2nd District 

Tom Vos, Council President, Alderman, 3rd District 

Jon Schultz, Alderman, 3rd District 

Thomas Preusker, Alderman, 4th District 

Todd Bauman, Alderman, 4th District 

1. Roll Call

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

3. Citizen Comments

4. Chamber of Commerce Representative and Rescue Squad Representative

5. Approval of the Common Council minutes from December 6, 2016 (T. Vos)  ........................................... pg. 4 

6. Letters and Communications - None

7. Reports by Aldermanic Representatives and Department Heads

8. Reports 1-3 (J. Schultz)  ................................................................................................................................ pg. 9 

9. Payment of Vouchers (T. Preusker)  ........................................................................................................... pg. 16 

10. Licenses and Permits (T. Bauman)........................................................................................................ pg. 34 

11. Appointments and Nominations: None.
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12. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

A. A Public Hearing to hear comments and concerns from the public regarding a request to amend 

the Racine County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan for property located at 672 W. State 

Street. (J. Ekes) ..................................................................................................................................... pg. 35 

B. A Public Hearing to hear comments and concerns from the public regarding a request to approve 

a text amendment to Ch. 315-27, Garbage3 in the B-2 District. (E. Johnson) ............................... pg. 37 

13. RESOLUTIONS:  There are none 

14. ORDINANCES:  

A. Ordinance 2009(5) – to consider amending Chapter 57, “Officers and Employees” in the Municipal 

Code. This item was discussed at the December 6, 2016 Committee of the Whole meeting. (B. Grandi)

 ....................................................................................................................................................... pg. 43 

B. Ordinance 2010(6) – to consider repealing and recreating Chapter 315-51, “Fences” in the Municipal 

Code. This item was discussed at the December 6, 2016 Committee of the Whole meeting. (R. 

Dawidziak) ..................................................................................................................................... pg. 48 

C. Ordinance 2011(7) – to consider repealing Chapter 142-2, “Electrical License” in the Municipal Code 

of the City of Burlington in its entirety. This item was discussed at the December 6, 2016 Committee 

of the Whole meeting. (T. Vos) ...................................................................................................... pg. 52 

D. Ordinance 2012(8) – to consider amending Chapter 243, “Plumbing” in the Municipal Code to amend 

references to State of Wisconsin agencies and codes. This item was discussed at the December 6, 2016 

Committee of the Whole meeting. (J. Schultz) .............................................................................. pg. 54 

E. Ordinance 2013(9) – to consider amending Chapter 115, “Building Construction” in the Municipal 

Code to amend references to State of Wisconsin agencies and codes. This item was discussed at the 

December 6, 2016 Committee of the Whole meeting. (T. Preusker) ............................................ pg. 56 

15. MOTIONS:  

A. Motion 16-856 – to consider approving a Maintenance and Operations Plan and construction 

documents for the Burlington Community Pool.    This item was discussed at the December 6, 2016 
Committee of the Whole meeting. (T. Bauman) ............................................................................ pg. 60 

16. ADJOURN INTO CLOSED SESSION  (J. Ekes) 

Wis. Stats 19.85(1)(e), Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of 

public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons 

require a closed session. 

 

 Joint Government Center 
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17. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION (E. Johnson) 

1. Consideration and possible action on recommendations on matters discussed in Closed Session by 

the City Council. 

18. ADJOURNMENT (B. Grandi) 
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                                                                                                                 Ordinance No: 2010(6)  

     Introduced by: Committee of the Whole 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND RECREATE CHAPTER 315-51 “FENCES” IN THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF BURLINGTON  

 

 

I. Chapter 315-51 of the Code of the City of Burlington, Racine County, Wisconsin, Traffic, 
Loading, Parking, Access, Fences and Landscaping is hereby amended to repeal and 
recreate Section 315-51, Article V. Fences. 

 
§ 315-51 Fences. 
The construction of a fence in any zoning district shall require application to the Zoning 
Administrator for a fence permit, the fee for which shall be in an amount set by the Common 
Council. Application for a fence permit, when not a part of a landscaping plan required by § 315-
52 or 315-138 of this chapter, shall be made to the Zoning Inspector in duplicate and shall include 
the name and address of the applicant, the owner of the site and the contractor; an accurate 
drawing or plat of survey of the site, inclusive of the structures located thereon; the address of the 
site; the proposed location of the fence superimposed upon the drawing or plat of survey; the 
type, materials, size and design of the proposed fence; and any other information that the Zoning 
Inspector may require. 
 
A.  Residential fences are permitted on the property lines in residential districts but shall not in 
any case exceed a height of six feet, shall not exceed a height of three feet in the street yard and 
shall not be closer than three feet to any street yard lot lines. Such fences must display their most 
aesthetic side towards view of the public. 
 
B.  Security fences are permitted on the property lines in all districts except residential districts but 
shall not exceed 10 feet in height and shall be of an open type similar to woven wire or wrought 
iron fencing. 
 
C. Decorative fences may be placed in the street yard but shall in no instance be placed within 
the public right-of-way, provided that they shall not exceed a height of three feet, shall not exceed 
10 feet in length in any direction at any location and shall not exceed an aggregate length of 24 
feet in the street yard on any lot. Decorative fences on corner lots shall comply with the traffic 
visibility requirements set forth in § 315-46 of this chapter. 
 
 

§ 315-51. Fences.  

A. The construction of a fence anywhere within the City of Burlington shall require application for 
a fence permit from the Building Inspector, the fee for which shall be in an amount set by the City 
Council. 
 
B. Application for a fence permit, when not part of a landscaping plan, shall be made to the 
Building Inspector and include: the name and address of the applicant; the owner of the site and 
the contractor; an accurate drawing or plat of survey of the site, inclusive of structures located 
thereon; the address of the site; the proposed location of the fence superimposed on the drawing 
or plat of survey; the type, materials, size, height and design of the proposed fence; and any other 
information the Zoning Administrator may require. 
 
C. Fence construction is subject to the following limitations: 
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(1) Placement and height. 
 

(a) Placement on lot. A fence is permitted on or near the property lines in all 
districts. No fence shall be closer than three feet from the street right-of-way in 
the front yard, except a protective fence or a fence that is used to screen a 
parking lot from a residential district. Such fences must display their most 
aesthetic side towards view of the public. 

 
(b) Height. 
 

[1] All districts. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the following 
height limitations apply in all districts: 

 
[a] Front yard. A fence that consists of at least 80% open space 

shall not exceed four feet in height. A fence that has less than 
80% open space may not exceed three feet in height unless the 
fence is used to screen a parking lot from a residential district, in 
which case it shall not exceed four feet in height. 

[b] Side and rear yards. A fence may not exceed six feet in height. 
[c] Lots with more than one street yard. The above provisions for 

front yards shall apply in each street yard. 
[d] Historic Districts.  A fence may not be installed without an 

approved Certificate of Appropriateness by the Historic 
Preservation Commission. 

 
   [2] Decorative fences. 

[a] Decorative fences may be placed in the street yard but shall in 
no instance be placed within the public right-of-way, provided that 
they shall not exceed a height of three feet, shall not exceed 10 feet 
in length in any direction at any location and shall not exceed an 
aggregate length of 24 feet in the street yard on any lot. Decorative 
fences on corner lots shall comply with the traffic visibility 
requirements set forth in § 315-46 of this chapter. 
 

[3] Measuring height. 
[a] The installed height of a fence shall be measured from the 

ground to the top of a fence section, and the average height 
between two posts shall not exceed the limitations in this 
section. 

[b] A post, post cap or ornamental feature of a fence may exceed 
the height limitations of this section, but shall not be 
disproportionate to the fence. If the height of a post, post cap or 
ornamental feature will exceed the maximum height by more 
than six inches, the Building Inspector may require the owner to 
apply to the Plan Commission for approval. 

 
(c) Refuse containers. Refuse containers may be screened with a fence not 

meeting the requirements of this section upon approval by the Zoning 
Administrator. 

 
(2) Limitations and prohibitions. 
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(a) No fence or portion of a fence shall be placed within the vision clearance 
triangle, as set forth in § 315-46. 

(b) No fence may be constructed as a fence which conducts electricity, or is 
designed to electrically shock or which uses barbed wire, or which contains a 
component designed to cause harm to a person, except as provided below. 

(c) Underground "invisible" pet fences shall be allowed without a permit, but must 
be installed at least three feet from all property lines. Barbed wire may be used 
at the top of a fence in an industrial district if the barbed wire and the devices 
securing the barbed wire are at least 10 feet above the ground and project 
inward toward the fenced property and away from public or adjoining property. 

(d) No fence shall be constructed of unsightly or dangerous materials. The finished 
or decorative side of a fence shall face adjoining property. 

 
(3) Temporary fences. Fences erected for the protection of planting or to warn of 

construction hazard or similar purpose shall be allowed without a permit, but shall be 
clearly visible or marked with warning devices at four-foot intervals. Such fences shall 
meet the placement and height requirements of this section unless such placement 
and height defeats the purpose of the fence. Temporary fences, other than snow 
fences, shall not be in place for more than 45 days. 

 
(4) Nonconforming fences. Any fence existing on the effective date of this section and not 

conforming to these requirements may be maintained, but any alteration, modification 
or improvement of more than 50% of said fence shall result in the entire fence being 
brought into compliance with this section. 

 
(5) Determination of location. The property owner erecting the fence is solely responsible 

for ensuring that the fence is located on his or her own property. 
 
(6) Fence repair. All fences shall be maintained and kept safe and in a state of good 

repair. 
 

D. All fence materials shall be approved by the Building Inspector, who shall issue a fence permit 
upon application therefore for fences meeting the requirements of this subsection. If the Zoning 
Administrator denies a permit hereunder, the applicant may appeal the decision to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals, which may uphold, modify or overturn the Building Inspector's decision. 
 

II.  It is further ordained that the application of this ordinance shall be effective after its passage 
and publication as required by law. 

 

III.  All other provisions language as contained in Chapter 315 of the Municipal Code of the City of 
Burlington shall continueremain without change and in full force and effect.   

 
 Introduced:  December 6, 2016 
  Adopted:  December 20, 2016 
 
 
       __________________________ 
            Jeannie Hefty, Mayor 
 

Attest:  
 
________________________ 
 Diahnn Halbach, City Clerk 
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