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CITY OF BURLINGTON 
Minutes of the Common Council 

Jeannie Hefty, Mayor 
Diahnn C. Halbach, City Clerk 

Tuesday, October 18, 2016 
 
 

1. Call To Order – Roll Call 

Mayor Jeannie Hefty called the meeting to order at 7:36 p.m. starting with roll call.  Aldermen 
present: John Ekes, Ed Johnson, Bob Grandi, Ruth Dawidziak, Tom Vos, Jon Schultz and Tom 
Preusker.  Excused: Todd Bauman 

Also present: Treasurer and Budget Officer Steve DeQuaker, City Attorney John Bjelajac, Police 
Chief Mark Anderson, DPW Director James Bergles, and Building Inspector Gregory Guidry. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Citizen Comments – there were none 

4. Chamber of Commerce Representative and Rescue Squad Representative 

There were none.  

5. Approval of the October 4, 2016 Common Council Minutes 

Alderman Ekes stated that he did not second the motion on Item 10 – Licenses and Permits, as he 
was not in attendance at that meeting.  

Alderman Schultz stated that he voted “No” on Item 17.  

A motion was made by Alderman Ekes with a second by Alderman Vos to approve the amended 
Council Minutes from October 4, 2016. With all in favor, the motion to approve the minutes was 
carried. 

6. Letters and Communications 
 A motion was made by Alderman Grandi with a second by Alderman Dawidziak to approve the 
Letters and Communications as presented.  

With all in favor, the motion to approve the minutes was carried. 

7. Reports by Aldermanic Representatives and Department Heads 

Jim Bergles announced that leaf pick up will begin that week. 
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Alderman Vos questioned the status and timeframe for the clean-up of the property at 265 W. State 
Street.  He further questioned what the overall cost of the demolition, clean-up, curb and gutter 
installation and landscaping would cost.  Mayor Hefty responded that bids were received that came 
to an average of $13,000 for demolition and clean-up.  She further stated that funds were available 
within the current budget. Jim Bergles stated bids for the curb and gutter were expected to come 
in that week. Vos further stated that he would like to know what the average, estimated costs would 
be to maintain the property once landscaping is completed.  Alderman Dawidziak stated the 
Council would need to know dollar amounts to plan for with the upcoming budget.  Alderman 
Grandi requested staff notify the owner of BJ Wentkers when demolition will take place. Vos 
questioned if the City has assumed liability on this property.  Attorney Bjelajac confirmed this.  
Alderman Preusker requested to have this property blocked off from access since the City is liable 
for injury, given the current condition of the property.  Bergles stated the Public Works Department 
would put up barricades the next day. 

8. Reports 1-4 

A motion was made by Alderman Johnson with a second by Alderman Preusker approve Reports 
1-4. With all in favor, the motion carried. 

9. Payment of Vouchers 

A motion was made by Alderman Grandi with a second by Alderman Johnson to approve vouchers, 
pre-paids and reimbursements in the amount of $209,059.99.  

Roll Call Aye: Ekes, Johnson, Grandi, Dawidziak, Vos, Schultz and Preusker. Nay: None.  Motion 
carried 7-0. 

10. Licenses and Permits 

A motion was made by Alderman Dawidziak with a second by Alderman Grandi to approve 
licenses and permits as presented. With all in favor the motion carried. 

11. Appointments and Nominations 
A motion was made by Alderman Vos with a second by Alderman Preusker to approve the 
Appointments and Nominations as presented. With all in favor, the motion to approve the minutes 
was carried. 

12. Public Hearings 

At 7:50 p.m. Mayor Hefty called a Public Hearing to order to hear comments and concerns from the 
public regarding a rezone request for property located at 672 W. State Street from B-1, 
Neighborhood Business District to I-1, Institutional District. A motion was made by Schultz 
with a second by Vos to close the Public Hearing. With all in favor the motion carried. Mayor 
Miller closed the Public Hearing 7:50 p.m. 
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13. Resolutions 

A. Resolution 4806(25) to adopt a Five Year Financial Management Plan. This item was 
discussed at the October 4, 2016 Committee of Whole meeting. 

A motion was made by Preusker with a second by Vos to approve Resolution 4806(25) as 
presented.  

Roll Call Aye: Ekes, Johnson, Grandi, Dawidziak, Vos, Schultz and Preusker. Nay: None.  
Motion carried 7-0. 

 

B. Resolution 4807(26) to approve the submittal of a Joint Grant application between the City of 
Burlington and the Town of Burlington to the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) f for Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) packs. 

A motion was made by Johnson with a second by Vos to approve Resolution 4807(26) as 
presented.  

Roll Call Aye: Ekes, Johnson, Grandi, Dawidziak, Vos, Schultz and Preusker. Nay: None.  
Motion carried 7-0. 

14. Ordinances - None 

15. Motions 

A. Motion 16-853 to approve a Memorandum of Understanding regarding the Burlington Dog 
Park.   

A motion was made by Ekes with a second by Johnson to approve Motion 16-853 as presented.  

Roll Call Aye: Ekes, Johnson, Grandi, Dawidziak, Vos, Schultz and Preusker. Nay: None.  
Motion carried 7-0. 

 

B. Motion 16-854 to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness for 597 N. Pine Street. 

A motion was made by Johnson with a second by Vos to approve Motion 16-854 as presented.  

Roll Call Aye: Ekes, Johnson, Grandi, Dawidziak, Vos, Schultz and Preusker. Nay: None.  
Motion carried 7-0. 

16. ADJOURN INTO CLOSED SESSION  
1. Wis. Stats 19.85(1)(g), Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is 

rending oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to 
litigation in which the City is involved with. 

 
 Payments made to Veolia/Advanced Disposal under the prior contract for refuse and 

recycling collection. 
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A motion was made by Grandi with a second by Preusker to adjourn into closed session. 

Roll Call Aye: Ekes, Johnson, Grandi, Dawidziak, Vos, Schultz and Preusker. Nay: None.  Motion 
carried 7-0 

Council adjourned into Closed Session at 7:54 p.m. 

17. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION  

1. Consideration and possible action on recommendations on matters discussed in Closed 
Session by the City Council 

A motion was made by Johnson with a second by Ekes to reconvene into Open Session at 8:44 
p.m. With all in favor, the motion carried.  

18. Adjourn 
 A motion was made by Dawidziak with a second by Johnson to adjourn the meeting.  With all in 
favor, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

 
 
Meeting Minutes Respectfully Submitted by: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Diahnn C. Halbach 
City Clerk 
City of Burlington 


