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CITY OF BURLINGTON 
Committee of the Whole Minutes 

Jeannie Hefty, Mayor 
Diahnn Halbach, City Clerk 
Tuesday, September 6, 2016 

 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

Mayor Jeannie Hefty called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. starting with roll call.  Aldermen 
present: Ed Johnson, John Ekes, Bob Grandi, Ruth Dawidziak, Tom Vos, Jon Schultz and Todd 
Bauman. Excused: Tom Preusker 

Also present: City Administrator Carina Walters, Director of Administrative Services Megan 
Watkins, Treasurer and Budget Officer Steve DeQuaker, City Attorney John Bjelajac, Police 
Chief Mark Anderson, DPW Director James Bergles, and Building Inspector Gregory Guidry. 

2. Citizens Comments and Questions 

Tricia Hanson, candidate for Racine County District Attorney, introduced herself and gave a brief 
overview of her experience and qualifications. 

3. Approval of Minutes from August 16, 2016 

 A motion was made by Dawidziak with a second by Schultz to approve the minutes from August 
16, 2016.  With all in favor, the motion carried to approve the minutes.  

4. Topic:  Presentation – Tina Chitwood, Community Development Manager for the Racine 
County Economic Development Corporation (RCEDC) to present RCEDC’s 2016 Semi-Annual 
Report and update regarding the Downtown Strategic Plan.  

Tina Chitwood gave a brief presentation regarding the 2016 Semi-Annual Report and Downtown 
Strategic initiatives update. Chitwood focused mainly on the Economic Development Plan, 
Recruitment and Expansion, Real Estate Development Projects, Financial Resources and 
Workforce Solution.  

5. Topic: Resolution 4801(20) to consider authorizing the expenditure of the not-to-exceed 
amount of $15,534 for a Three Year Supoort and Hardware Upgrade to the City Unitrend Backup 
Storage System. 

Steve DeQuaker explained the reason for the recent software upgrades and how it’s affected the 
backup storage system, which has resulted in insufficient storage space of less than two days worth 
of backup storage; down from the five days of needed backup storage. DeQuaker went on to explain 
that this is an offsite company that handles the City’s internal backup and is capable of handling a 
full-system restore if the server were to go down, which would include all City data from core 
records to departmental information, to all financial data.  
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Alderman Schultz asked when was the last time data had to be restored due to a loss. DeQuaker 
responded that in the past some financial information had to be restored, but it wasn’t because of 
a loss, it was needing to locate past information that was off-loaded. DeQuaker also stated that 
although some data recovery has occurred a couple of times, there has never been a full City-wide 
system recovery.   

Schultz asked how often the restore is tested. DeQuaker responded that it’s tested daily. Schultz 
then asked why this item is being handled as an urgent matter. DeQuaker replied that there were 
two reasons – 1. The lacking inability to properly back-up data and 2. The contract price of $15,534 
was set to expire August 31, 2016 and would then increase. Digicorp agreed to extend this amount 
until Council approval at tonight’s meeting, which would save the city approximately $3000. 

6. Item:  Resolution 4802(21) to consider authorizing City Officials to execute a Fixtures 
Disclaimer relating to collateral affixed to real estate located in the Burlington Municipal Airport 
at 711 Airport Road. 

Carina Walters explained in further detail that this resolution pertains to a request by Farmer & 
Merchants State Bank for the City to sign a Fixtures Disclaimer for an airport hangar owned by 
MJJ Holdings, which seeks to obtain the 5,400 square foot pole building and/or other improvments 
on the property if MJJ Holdings defaults on their loan. Walters further stated that the Fixtures 
Disclaimer does not allow for Farmer & Merchant to gain interest or place a lien on the Airport 
property – any lien would be solely restricted to the hangar in which MJJ holdings is leasing.  

7. Adjourn 

 A motion was made by Grandi with a second by Vos to adjourn the meeting.  With all in favor, the 
meeting adjourned at 6:54 p.m. 

 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by: 
 

 
_____________________________ 
Diahnn C. Halbach 
City Clerk 
City of Burlington 


