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CITY OF BURLINGTON 
Committee of the Whole Minutes 

Robert Miller, Mayor 
Diahnn Halbach, City Clerk 
Tuesday, February 2, 2016 

 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

Mayor Robert Miller called the meeting to order at 6:47 p.m. starting with roll call.  Aldermen 
present: Ed Johnson, John Ekes, Bob Grandi, Ruth Dawidziak, Tom Vos, Tom Preusker and Todd 
Bauman. Excused: Jon Schultz 

Student Representatives Present: Abigail Sibilski. Student Representatives Absent: Shiyue Xie 

Also present: City Administrator Carina Walters, City Attorney John Bjelajac, Chief of Police 
Mark Anderson, Treasurer and Budget Officer Steven DeQuaker, Director of Administrative 
Services Megan Watkins, DPW Director James Bergles, Interim Fire Chief Mark Strasser, and 
Rescue Squad Captain Brian Zwiebel. 

2. Citizens Comments and Questions 

There were none. 

3. Approval of Minutes from January 19, 2016 

 A motion was made by Preusker with a second by Vos to approve the minutes from January 19, 
2016.  With all in favor, the motion carried to approve the minutes.  

4. Topic: Presentation – Representatives from Safe Built to give presentation regarding potential 
property maintenance and code enforcement in the City. 

Walters explained that the services Safe Built offers would be a secondary arm to the City’s 
Building Inspector and then introduced D.A. Mattox and Mike Post from Safe Built. 

Post shared a brief PowerPoint presentation regarding Safe Built’s background and what services 
they would be offering as a code enforcement program to the City of Burlington.  

Mattox stated that their primary goal is to work with the municipality to revitalize the downtown 
and make sure buildings are safe to work and live in. Maddox said their first step would be to help 
educate and inform the public on ordinances via a survey to find out what method of education 
would work best. In addition they would look at all existing codes and determine which ones are 
working and which ones aren’t, and make sure that anything on the books has a direct correlation 
to economic development for the City of Burlington.  

Bauman asked if this proposal stems from previous discussions of recent code and ordinance 
issues. Walters responded that this is an option for the City to utilize in order to make sure that the 
City’s codes are all encompassing and will address issues that have been presented in the recent 
past as well as potential future situations.   
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Bauman then asked if Safe Built would be hired as a consultant or as a long-term position. Walters 
stated that this position could be as long term or short term as the City needs it to be and that 
Council approved $20,000 in the budget for property maintenance and code enforcement. Mattox 
also added that they work at an hourly rate of $50 per hour; however much of the work they do is 
also pro-bono.  

Preusker stated that he felt this was a good idea and would like more ideas on how to improve 
some of the city’s existing codes.  

Mayor Miller clarified that the purpose of tonight’s presentation was only to introduce Safe Built 
and see if there was still interest in outside code enforcement.  

5. Topic: Resolution 4767(41) to consider authorizing an Intergovernmental Agreement for creation 
and operation of the Illinois Fox River Group (IFRG). This is item is scheduled for the February 
17, 2016 Common Council meeting for final consideration. 

Mayor Miller introduced Resolution 4767(41) and opened it up for discussion. 

Jim Bergles gave a brief overview of what IFRG is and where the City is at with the phosphorus 
issue stating that the DNR started looking into how phosphorus affects plant and animal life in the 
rivers, which promotes algae growth. The DNR then focused on water waste treatment plants as 
point source distributors, which resulted in a decision by the DNR to drop phosphorus output limits 
to .1 mg per liter by 2024. Bergles explained that this level is nearly impossible for waste water 
treatment plants to achieve without chemicals and a new filtering system that would cost nearly 
$800,000 of capital infrastructure just to get started and just to deal with phosphorus. Bergles went 
on to say that by joining IFRG the City will be part of a coalition that will interact with the State 
and Federal government at a group level instead of individually in order to establish that a modified 
limit of .5 mg per liter is not only a much more achievable limit, but a safe limit to plant and animal 
life in the river system. The group would also be in charge of checking the phosphorus run off from 
other site specific areas that also contribute to runoff into the river. Bergles stated that there are 
currently six entities involved and would cost each member an initial starting fee of $5000 and as 
more wastewater plants join, the overall cost for the watershed project will decrease.  

Vos stated that $5000 seemed very reasonable and supported the study. 

Attorney John Bjelajac said that he has reviewed the agreement and feels it is a good agreement 
and that any funds requested beyond the initial $5000 would require Council approval through a 
written resolution and encouraged Council to move forward with the IFRG Agreement. 

Ekes stated that there are many other industries and manufacturing groups who are also fighting 
this DNR regulation, not just local municipalities. Ekes also stated that he had read through the 
agreement and there were some areas he felt could be written better and ask Attorney Bjelajac his 
thoughts. Bjelajac responded that because there are several different communities involved in the 
writing of the agreement, it’s not written as he would have written it, but stated that he feels it’s 
acceptable and agreeable and that he can make it work. 

6. Topic: Resolution 4768(42) to consider authorizing fee assessments for Weights and Measures 
license holders for July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015. This item is scheduled for the February 17, 
2016 Common Council meeting for final consideration. 
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Mayor Miller introduced Resolution 4768(42)) and opened it up for discussion. There was no 
discussion.  

7. Topic: Resolution 4769(43) to consider approving a Memorandum of Understanding of an Auto 
Aid Agreement with the Town of Burlington. This item is scheduled for the February 17, 2016 
Common Council meeting for final consideration. 

Mayor Miller introduced Resolution 4769(43) and opened it up for discussion. There was no 
discussion.  

8. Topic: Resolution 4770(44) to consider approving a preliminary resolution to declare intent to 
exercise Special Assessment powers for reconstruction of sidewalks at various locations. This item 
is scheduled for the February 17, 2016 Common Council meeting for final consideration. 

Mayor Miller introduced Resolution 4770(44) and opened it up for discussion. There was no 
discussion. 

9. Topic: Resolution 4771(45) to consider approving Task Order Number Ninety-Nine for the 2016 
Sidewalk Reconstruction Program. This item is scheduled for the February 17, 2016 Common 
Council meeting for final consideration. 

Mayor Miller introduced Resolution 4771(45) and opened it up for discussion. There was no 
discussion. 

10. Topic: Ordinance 2004(10) to consider amending several sections of Chapter 315 of the Municipal 
Code allowing the HPC to recommend Certificates of Appropriateness regarding Signage, be 
forwarded to the Building Inspector for a final review and approval, with no Common Council 
approval being required. This item was scheduled for a Public Hearing the same night as 
Committee of the Whole and is scheduled for the February 17, 2016 Common Council meeting for 
final consideration. 

Mayor Miller introduced Ordinance 2004(10) and opened it up for discussion.  

Preusker stated that he understands the reasoning but cautioned Council to be careful about future 
potential signage issues if not handled correctly.  

Ekes stated that this change in ordinance would alleviate much of the current time constraints for 
business owners.  

There was no further discussion. 

11. Topic: Motion 16-826 to consider approving a feasibility study between the City of Burlington, 
Racine County, and Burlington School District regarding a joint use facility. This item was 
scheduled same night Common Council meeting for final consideration. 

Mayor introduced Motion 16-826 and explained the aggressive timeline for the request of the 
feasibility study because of the County’s drop dead date to raze the Racine County Services 
building in December of 2017 and if something needs to be done, we need to start planning now. 
Mayor further stated that he is asking Council to consider approving a feasibility study in the 
amount of $20,000 that would involve looking into the possibility of a new facility for all the bodies 
concerned, which would include the county building, school district offices, city hall, library, and 
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senior center into one building. The study would help determine space needs, square footage, and 
location, which will help make informed decision on whether to proceed or not proceed.  

Walters stated that the school district had already met, discussed and approved a motion to move 
forward with a feasibility study, however, what they would also like to know more of the specific 
questions and answers that the other facilities are inquiring about and include them in the study. 
Walters further stated that the next steps would be to meet with buildings and grounds and each of 
their respected agencies in order to determine what needs, need to be answered.  

Bauman stated the he is in favor of a joint use facility, however, feels the library should be its own 
building and not be included in the project. 

Vos stated that it’s important to look at the potential future growth of the City and plan accordingly.  

Mayor said that he is very much in support and feels it’s very important for the community to have 
a place for the Senior Center. Mayor also stated that it’s important for the community to have a say 
in this as well, and can see this as an upcoming referendum, much like the pool will need to be.  

Grandi also supported the idea of a joint use facility but agreed that a feasibility study needed to 
be completed before determining answers to questions. Preusker also supported a joint use facility 
and said that the space is needed and feels the community might be more apt to approve a joint 
facility versus several separate buildings.  

12. Topic: Motion 16-827 to consider approving the 2016-2019 Strategic Plan. This item is scheduled 
for the February 17, 2016 Common Council meeting for final consideration. 

Mayor Miller introduced Motion 16-827 and opened it up for discussion. There was no discussion. 

13. Topic: Motion 16-828 to consider approving a Certificate of Appropriateness for 161 E. Chestnut 
Street. This item is scheduled for final consideration at the same night Common Council meeting. 

Mayor Miller introduced Motion 16-828 and opened it up for discussion. There was no discussion. 

14. Adjourn 

 A motion was made by Bauman with a second by Dawidziak to adjourn the meeting.  With all in 
favor, the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by: 
 

 
_____________________________ 
Diahnn C. Halbach 
City Clerk 
City of Burlington 


