
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes of the Burlington Public Library Board of Trustees 
 
The Burlington Public Library Board of Trustees met on Tuesday, November 24, 2015 in the Burlington Public 
Library Meeting Room.  Present were Penny Torhorst, Ed Johnson, Pat Hoffman, Scott Johnson, Pat Hurley, 
and Mike Kelly.  Excused were Peter Smet, and Bridget Savaglia.  Also present were Gayle Falk, and Linda 
Berndt.   Also present was High School representative Paige Taylor, and Dakota Taylor, who is present to 
observe to obtain a badge for his Eagle Scout status. 
 
Torhorst called the meeting to order at 4:00.   
 
Minutes of the October 27th meeting were approved.  Scott Johnson moved approval, and Ed Johnson 
seconded.  Motion passed.  
 
The November 2015 General Fund Bills, Prepaids, and Reimbursements, and October General Deposits, were 
discussed and approved.  Hoffman moved approval and Hurley seconded.  Motion passed.     
 
Hoffman moved and Ed Johnson seconded the motion to approve the October 2015 Trust Deposits, and 
November 2015 Trust Fund Bills.  Motion passed.  
 
Committee Reports: 
 
There was no report at this time. 
 
Federated Library Report:   
 
The Lakeshores office has moved to a different location.  The old lease was too expensive so they had to move 
upstairs from Java Joe in Waterford. 
 
Old Business:   
 
New Business:   
 
Budget and Strategic Planning Update:  Falk reported that the Budget is put together.  They are planning a 
feasibility study for the Pool, Library and a joint City Hall.  In a joint Community building there would be 
shared parking, shared community room and a maintenance person.  It is very important for us to have visits to 
new libraries to see what we would like.  We need to have a list of wants and needs ready for when we are 
asked. 
 
Staff and Volunteer Appreciation:  Falk requested Trust money for a $25.00 gift for our one volunteer that 
comes all year long.  We also wanted to have Joy’s son, Jared, come and paint the windows in the children’s 
area for the Christmas season. She figured $50.00 would be enough for supplies.  Falk also requested $200.00 



for Staff Appreciation.  Hoffman moved and Ed Johnson seconded the motion to allow $300.00 for the use of 
staff appreciation.  Motion passed. 
 
Adult book club for 2016:  Carole Rybarczyk has been leading the adult book clubs both in the afternoon and 
the evening for the past year.  Falk asked her if she would lead them again in 2016.  Carole said she would but 
she would like to be compensated.  There will be 20 sessions for the year and she would have to read the book, 
make up questions for a study sheet, make member packets, make the book lists and order all the books.  Falk 
suggested $100.00 a session, which would amount to $2,000.00 a year for her pay.  Falk felt that we could use 
Trust money or grocery money for this purpose.  Hurley moved and Ed Johnson seconded the motion to use 
$2,000.00 of Trust money to pay Carole to continue leading the afternoon and evening adult book clubs for 
2016.  Motion passed. 
 
Falk took time to ask Dakota Taylor a little bit about his Eagle Scout project.  He is building a Council fire pit 
at Seno.  He is also building 12 benches to be installed there.  He has made the plans and he will build the 
benches with the help of some of the other Scouts. 
 
Director’s Report:  Falk stated that the physical circulation is declining slightly, and the internet usage is 
rising.  Wifi usage is also up.  The Wifi login is up 22% for the year.  When the patrons bring in their new 
electronic Christmas gifts the staff is there to help them learn their device.   
 
Gale Courses for various online learning at a cost $40.00 for each class will be discussed at the next 
Lakeshores Advisory Council in December.  Falk will report any progress as she learns more. 
 
BPL in the News:  There were several calendar items in the papers this month.   
 
Public Communications to the Board:  There was a Thank You from Ann Kreuzinger who was a volunteer that 
sorted books that came in for the book sale.  We had a cake and a small party for her before she left.  She 
has moved to California.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 4:40 p.m.  Hurley moved and Kelly seconded.  Motion passed.    
 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 15th at 4:00 p.m. in the Burlington Public Library meeting room.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Edward Johnson, 
Aldermanic Representative 
 
 
 


