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CITY OF BURLINGTON
Committee of the Whole Minutes
Robert Miller, Mayor
Diahnn Halbach, City Clerk
Tuesday, May 5, 2015

1. Call to Order/Roll Call
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Robert Miller called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. starting with roll call.  Aldermen present: John Ekes, Bob Grandi, Ruth Dawidziak, Tom Vos, Tom Preusker, Jon Schultz and Todd Bauman. Excused: Ed Johnson
Student Representative Present: None. Excused: Hannah Cook.
Also present: City Administrator Carina Walters, City Attorney John Bjelajac, Police Chief Peter Nimmer, Fire Chief Perry Howard, Public Works Director Craig Workman, Director of Administrative Services Megan Watkins, Treasurer Steve DeQuaker, Library Director Gayle Falk, and Tom Foht of Kapur Engineering.
2. Citizens Comments and Questions
City of Burlington resident, Tom Tess – 2264 S. Teut Road – presented a petition from the residents located on Teut Road requesting to have the entire road re-surfaced.
3. Approval of Minutes from April 8, 2015
	A motion was made by Vos with a second by Ekes to approve the minutes from April 8, 2015.  With all in favor, the motion carried to approve the minutes. 
4. Topic: Discussion regarding potential expansion or construction of the Burlington Public Library.
Carina Walters and Gayle Falk gave a presentation outlining the history of the library, its current conditions, and ideas and suggestions for future expansions, renovations, or reconstruction. Falk said the proposed expansion would add about 12,000 square feet of building space and cost about $3-$3.5 million.
Vos asked how long the expansion would last and if there would be sufficient parking. Falk replied that the extra space would likely buy the library about 20 to 30 years before it needed more. Mayor Miller replied that parking could be an issue as the expansion would take up approximately 23 of the current parking spaces. 
Vos voiced concern about the age of the building and questioned if building new would be a better and more economical solution. Walters stated that this is all preliminary and there are a lot of unanswered questions and that the City is currently just looking for feedback and ideas. Walters further stated the possibility of a combined government/library building. 
Schultz stated the importance of looking at the future fundamentals of the library and what that future space would entail. Falk stated that as e-books become more popular, physical book space would decrease; however, focus on additional public space, meeting areas, computer areas, and community gathering places would increase. 
Bauman asked what the difference in cost would be between building a stand-alone structure versus including within a new City Center. Mayor replied that an expansion of the existing library does pose many challenges and would cost approximately $250 per square foot versus approximately $175-$180 per square foot if included in a joint city building. 
There was much discussion regarding the location of a potential new library, whereas most everyone agreed, whether it be a new library or new city center, it needs to be kept in the downtown area. Ekes questioned the definition of what is considered “downtown”. Both Schultz and Vos agreed that the city needs to look at the future needs of the city and determine what the vision for downtown should be.
5. Topic: Resolution 4727(1) to consider authorizing fee assessments for Weights and Measures license holders for July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2014.
Mayor Miller introduced Resolution 4727(1) and opened it up for discussion. There was no discussion.
6. Topic: Motion 15-799 to consider requesting the designation of Milwaukee Avenue and State Street as Business Route 36. 
Mayor Miller introduced Motion 15-799 and stated that area businesses would like this route designated as a business route in order to better direct traffic and then opened it up for discussion.
Schultz asked who pays for the signs. Mayor replied that the State pays for the signs and the City maintains the signs. 
7. Topic: Motion 15-800 to consider approving the 2015 fireworks display for July 4th with 5-Star Fireworks Corporation.
Mayor Miller introduced Motion 15-800 and opened it up for discussion. There was no discussion.
8. Topic: Motion 15-801 to consider approving a Certificate of Appropriateness and Sign Permit in the HPC Overlay District for 615 N. Pine Street.
Mayor Miller introduced Motion 15-801 and opened it up for discussion. There was no discussion.
9. Topic: Motion 15-802 to consider approving a Certificate of Appropriateness and Sign Permit in the HPC Overlay District for 256 E. Chestnut Street.
Mayor Miller introduced Motion 15-802 and opened it up for discussion. There was no discussion. 
10. Topic: Motion 15-803 to consider approving a Certificate of Appropriateness in the HPC Overlay District for 517 Mill Street.
Mayor Miller introduced Motion 15-803 and opened it up for discussion. There was no discussion
11. Adjourn
	A motion was made by Schultz with a second by Grandi to adjourn the meeting.  With all in favor, the meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by:

_____________________________
Diahnn C. Halbach
Burlington City Clerk
Racine & Walworth Counties
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