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CITY OF BURLINGTON 
Official Minutes of the Common Council 

Robert Miller, Mayor 
Diahnn C. Halbach, City Clerk 

Tuesday, September 2, 2014 

 

1. Call To Order – Roll Call 

Mayor Robert Miller called the meeting to order at 6:56 p.m. starting with roll call.  Aldermen 
present: Bob Prailes, Ed Johnson, Peter Hintz, Ruth Dawidziak, Tom Vos, Jon Schultz, Tom Preusker 
and Todd Bauman. Excused: None.  

Also present: City Administrator Kevin Lahner, City Attorney John Bjelajac, Police Chief Peter 
Nimmer, Fire Chief Perry Howard, Public Works Director Craig Workman, Director of 
Administrative Services Megan Watkins, Treasurer Steve DeQuaker, Library Director Gayle Falk, 
and Tom Foht of Kapur & Associates. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Citizen Comments 

There were no comments. 

4. Chamber of Commerce Representative 

Tom Foht, representative for the Chamber of Commerce, reminded everyone of the upcoming 18th 
Annual Chocolate City Open scheduled for September 16, 2014 at Hawks View Golf Course in Lake 
Geneva. Foht also spoke about the positive publicity Burlington has been receiving via Discover 
Wisconsin and representation at area fairs. Foht also reminded everyone of the 2014 Christmas 
Parade scheduled for December 5; and also stated that the promotional “shop local cards” are doing 
very well.  

5. Approval of the August 19, 2014 Common Council Minutes 

A motion was made by Bauman with a second by Vos to approve the Council Minutes from August 
19, 2014.  

With all in favor, the motion to approve the amended minutes was carried. 

6. Letters and Communications 

There were no Letters and Communications. 

7. Reports by Aldermanic Representatives and Department Heads 

There were no reports. 

8. Reports 1-6 

A motion was made by Prailes with a second by Dawidziak to approve Reports 1-6. 

With all in favor, the motion carried. 
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9. Payment of Vouchers 

A motion was made by Vos with a second by Hintz to approve vouchers, pre-paids and 
reimbursements in the amount of $562,561.39. 

Roll Call Aye: Prailes, Johnson, Hintz, Dawidziak, Vos, Schultz, Preusker and Bauman. Nay: None. 
Motion carried 8-0. 

10. Licenses and Permits 

A motion was made by Hintz with a second by Johnson to approve licenses and permits as presented. 

With all in favor, the motion carried. 

11. Appointments and Nominations:  

There were no appointments and nominations.  

12. Public Hearing:  

A. A Public Hearing to hear comments and concerns from the public regarding a Petition of Direct 
Annexation from Lorette Yanny and Cook Property, LLC to annex property located at 1062 Spring 
Valley Road in the Town of Lyons and amend the Official Zoning Map by zoning the parcels B-1, 
Neighborhood Business District. 

Mayor Miller declared the Public Hearing open at 7:04 pm. 

Bill Henningfeld, Town of Lyons Supervisor and resident at 1391 Spring Valley Road, raised concern 
that the planned land use doesn’t comply with either the Walworth County or Town of Lyons land use 
plan and is also concerned about the high water table and the increased traffic. 

Louise Haske, 1069 Spring Valley Road, expressed that she is not happy about the location of the 
new surgery center and feels it will be detrimental to her, her family’s, and her neighbors quality of 
life. 

Caroline Hansen, 1223 Spring Valley Road, was also not happy with the plans and was concerned 
about their quality of life as well. In addition, Hansen voiced concern about the financial impact and 
stated they were taxed enough already. 

William Shepard, 1320 Spring Valley Road, stated that he had been lied to before by the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation when the bypass was put in and wanted to be reassured that they would 
not be required or forced to hook-up to the city water and sewer services. 

In response to Mr. Shepard’s concerns, Mayor Miller stated that it is prohibited to hook up to city 
water and sewer services unless the residents petitioned to have their properties annexed into the city.  

Vos also assured the residents that their concern regarding potential flooding issues would be 
examined by the city engineers. 

Dawidziak motioned and Vos seconded to close the Public Hearing. With all in favor the Public 
Hearing was closed at 7:12 pm. 

B. A Public Hearing to hear comments and concerns from the public regarding a request to amend the 
Racine County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan for property located at 1062 Spring Valley 
Road. 

 Mayor Miller declared the Public Hearing open at 7:12 pm. 

Vos motioned and Hintz seconded to close the Public Hearing. With all in favor the Public Hearing 
was closed at 7:13 pm. 
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C. A Public Hearing to consider a proposed amendment to the Sanitary Sewer Service Area for the 1062 
Spring Valley Road.  

 Mayor Miller declared the Public Hearing open at 7:13 pm. 

Preusker motioned and Hintz seconded to close the Public Hearing. With all in favor the Public 
Hearing was closed at 7:14 pm. 

13. Ordinances 

A. Ordinance 1986(53) to amend the Racine County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan for 
property located at 1062 Spring Valley Road. 

 A request for a second reading and a motion to amend was made by Preusker with a second by 
Hintz. 

Johnson declared a discrepancy in the acreage being annexed and wanted to know if the total 
number of acres being annexed was 70.9 or 82.4. Lahner replied that the information on the cover 
sheet was incorrect and that the correct number of 82.4 acres was stated in the actual legal 
description of the property. 

Schultz wanted to know what role the Racine County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan has 
within Walworth County and how that might conflict with the Walworth County Multi-
Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan. Dave Schilling, Chief Land Use Planner for the Southeastern 
Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC), responded that when the plan was drafted, 
a 3 mile overlap boundary was included in anticipation of the City expanding so that it would 
already be in the Racine plan, which then allows the City of Burlington to amend the Racine 
County Multi-Jurisdictional Plan. 

Vos inquired about a reference made earlier regarding potential flooding and wanted to know if 
Aurora would be responsible for addressing the issue and if they would have to account for any 
taking away of the wetlands. Lahner responded that Aurora’s engineers have already defined those 
areas and are aware that if they take any of the wetlands away, they would be responsible for 
mitigating that land and would need to include all of that information in their submittal and then 
that would be reviewed by the City’s engineers for compliance with the City’s run-off 
requirements. 

Jack Summers, 1091 Spring Valley Road, stated that he has lived in his home since 1968 and has 
been flooded out three times in his basement and wants to make sure the DNR, or whoever is 
responsible, be required to look into the flooding issue as well.  

Roll Call - Aye: Prailes, Johnson, Hintz, Dawidziak, Vos, Schultz, Preusker, and Bauman. Nay: 
none. Motion approved: 8-0. 

14. Resolutions 

A. Resolution 4687(21) to adopt a Sanitary Sewer Service Amendment for the City of Burlington. 

A request for a second reading and a motion to adopt was made by Bauman with a second by Hintz. 

Vos asked that the sewer service amendment be better explained for the people attending the 
meeting so they would know where the sewer and water would be located and who is going to be 
responsible in the long term to hook-up or not hook-up and reassure the residents located in this 
area that they would not be forced to hook-up to city services if they don’t want to. Dave Schiller 
explained that the sewer service area must have DNR approval and must be within the service area 
plan and cannot extend to adjacent lands. Lahner added that once the sewer service area is adopted, 
the City would have the ability to offer service to only the property annexed in, which is the area 
Aurora wants to buy. In order to be serviced by City sewer and water, residents would have to be 
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annexed into the City. If the individual property owners were to comply with the state law 
requirements for annexation, the City would be able to petition for those properties to be annexed; 
however, if this is approved and moves through the process, the City has no means to force 
anybody to hook up to City sewer and water. 

Louise Haske, 1069 Spring Valley Road, stated that during the last meeting she attended, the 
acreage was 79 acres and now its 82 acres. Lahner responded that the 82 acres is the legal 
description provided by Aurora and encompasses some right-of-way additions from the original 
petition, which was the same exhibit that was discussed at the previous meeting. Lahner further 
stated that he would provide Haske with a copy of that exhibit. 

Haske also wanted to know if it’s been decided where and how the sewer and water would be 
brought in. Schiller responded that finalized details have not been completed as of yet. Lahner 
replied that the preliminary plan is to come down State Street to a lift station on the corner of State 
and Spring Valley Road; from there a sewer line will extend down Spring Valley Road as well as 
water lines;  then a looped water line that will go around the KW Precast property to the proposed 
Aurora property. 

Summers wanted to know if the sewer plant in Burlington would be big enough to hold all the water 
coming from the proposed Aurora facility or if the city would need to build a bigger plant. Mayor 
Miller replied that the current sewer plant is more than capable of to handle the addition of the new 
building without any issues. Lahner added that the City is required to prove to the DNR and 
SEWRPC that it can handle the additional flow as well.  

Yvette Hansen, 1225 Spring Valley Road, wanted to know if the sewer & water lines would come 
along the east side or west side of Spring Valley Road. Lahner responded that details have not been 
finalized as of yet. 

Caroline Hansen, 1223 Spring Valley Road, wanted to know if the rumors of additional access 
roads to the bypass was true. Mayor Miller responded that he highly doubt if the State would allow 
additional access onto the bypass because it’s a quasi-controlled highway, that it’s not an interstate 
but is what the state qualifies as a controlled access highway and would be very surprised if the 
State or DOT would authorize putting additional access points to the bypass as it would defeat the 
purpose of its intention which is to allow traffic to flow through faster and easier.  

William Shepard, 1320 Spring Valley Road, wanted to be sure that the details of residents not being 
forced to hook-up to the water and sewer utilities would be documented in the meeting minutes. 
Mayor Miller reassured Shepard that everything was being recorded and the minutes would reflect 
tonight’s discussion. 

 With all in favor, the motion carried. 

B. Resolution 4688(22) to approve the award bid for solid waste and recycling collection services 
with John’s Disposal for a term of three years. 

  A request for a second reading and a motion to adopt Resolution 4688(22) was made by Prailes 
with a second by Hintz. 

Attorney John Bjelajac wanted to make sure that everyone was aware of what they would be 
voting on is the revised version of the resolution which will be pursuant to a written contract to be 
available in the near future.  

Vos inquired as to how the transition of the old receptacles to the new receptacles would be 
handled. Lahner responded that would be discussed and coordinated with the winning bidder, as 
well as communicated with the public prior to the transition taking place.  
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Vos then inquired about the option to receive a smaller receptacle and if that could be requested 
prior to receiving the bigger proposed bin and avoid having to switch those out to if necessary. 
Lahner said that would be discussed with the company as part of the transition. 

Schultz wanted to know if there was a proposed day of the week for pick up as of yet. Attorney 
Bjelajac replied that schedules would be agreed upon per the written agreement but felt it would 
be much like it is right now. 

Preusker stated that many of the people he has spoken with did not like when the City went from 
weekly recycling to bi-weekly recycling and also do not like the huge containers. Preusker further 
stated that he would like to see the City go back to weekly recycling and the use of smaller 
receptacles. Mayor responded that the bi-weekly recycling pick up has been a huge cost savings 
to the City and going back to every week could be a significant cost increase. Lahner added that 
ASDA did propose a weekly recycling service and smaller bins with more hands-on service, 
which also allowed residents to use their own garbage receptacles; however that bid was higher 
and the City favored a cost decrease in garbage service versus a cost increase.  

Bauman clarified that what Council is voting on is the once per week garbage pick-up, bi-weekly 
recycling pick-up, and once per month bulk pick-up. Attorney Bjelajac confirmed Bauman’s 
clarification and further stated that if Council approves this resolution, then they could start the 
process of negotiating a contract with John’s Disposal.  

  With all in favor, the motion carried. 

C. Resolution 4689(21) to approve the purchase of a Ford Escape utility vehicle for the Building 
Inspection Department from Miller Motors in the amount of $23,025 plus set-up, title and license 
fees. 

A request for a second reading and a motion to approve was made by Johnson with a second by 
Hintz. 

Much discussion among the aldermen pursued of whether or not a brand new car was the best use 
of money spent for a vehicle that’s not driven that much and questions were raised regarding the 
possibility of purchasing a used car or receiving a hand-me-down from the police department.  

Roll Call Aye: Hintz, Vos. Nay: Prailes, Johnson, Dawidziak, Schultz, Preusker and Bauman, 
None. Motion failed 2-4. 

15. Motions 

There were none.  

16. Adjourn 

 A motion was made by Hintz with a second by Preusker to adjourn the meeting.  With all in favor, the 
meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m.             

 

Meeting Minutes Respectfully Submitted by: 

 

_______________________________________ 

Diahnn C. Halbach 
City Clerk 
City of Burlington 
Racine and Walworth Counties 
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